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VCE AT GISBORNE SECONDARY COLLEGE 
 
* Senior students make a valuable contribution to Gisborne Secondary College by leading by 
example. There are high expectations of behaviour, attitude, work habits, attendance and uniform.  
It is expected that VCE students display a fine sense of responsibility, care and initiative in all 
aspects of their school life.  Post Compulsory Students are 16 or over and are thus enrolled 
voluntarily.  Work at school should be treated in an adult manner, as personal initiative is the way to 
success. 
 
* Students are expected to undertake 10 - 14 hours of home study per week. Home study must 
include completing all set work and assignments. It should also include, re-reading and pre-reading, 
summarising and revising material in preparation for assessment tasks. 
 
WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO GET INTO VCE? 
 
Demonstrate a positive attitude towards study, develop reliable work habits and achieve satisfactory 
results at Year 10.  
 
Some students may not be accepted automatically; these will be required to negotiate their entry into 
VCE with Parents, Principal, Post Compulsory Leader and Heads of House.  
 
Generally students will be accepted provided a course can be arranged which gives them a realistic 
chance of success. 
 
Students should note that as the VCE for most students is a two-year course, it would be anticipated 
that students would proceed into Year 12 in accordance with the choices they made at the start of 
Year 11.  However, in some cases, students may require a course review before proceeding to Year 
12, as a result of poor achievement or wrong subject choice. 
 
Students may also initiate a course review by approaching the Careers Counsellor or the Post 
Compulsory Leader. 
 
ATTAINING A PASS IN VCE 
Satisfactory Completion 
A Unit has been satisfactorily completed when all of the Learning Outcomes have been achieved 
as specified in the Study Design. Students will be made aware at the start of the Unit what these are 
and the criteria (including attendance - 80% minimum and deadlines) necessary for Satisfactory 
Completion. An essential part of Satisfactory Completion will be the ability to meet deadlines. 
  
Levels of Performance 
In all Units specific grades will be awarded for levels of achievement in the various Assessment 
Tasks (A+ - E, UG). 
Assessment  
Units 3 and 4 will be assessed using School Assessed Coursework and  Exams: (See individual 
studies for exact details.) Tertiary Institutions will focus heavily on a student's performance in the 
School Assessed Coursework and Exams, for the purpose of tertiary entrance. Other forms of 
selection will also operate in certain tertiary faculties, particularly the use of interviews.  Employers 
will also place an emphasis on the Exams to select suitable applicants.  
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CAREERS  INFORMATION 
Careers at Gisborne Secondary College 
 
Careers is central to the curriculum at all year levels.  As students progress through their studies 
they are exposed to more detailed information and activities that build both an understanding of the 
world of work and the range of pathways into employment and further education. 
 
Years 7, 8 and 9 students participate in the award winning “Real Game” series which explores many 
facets of the world or work and career decision making in fun, interactive activities. 
 
Year 9 students prepare for Work Experience which commences in year 10. 
 
Year 10 students undertake 2 weeks Work Experience which helps them to link their studies to the 
world of work.  Some students begin VET studies and other students begin their apprenticeships 
through ASBA’s, (Australian School Based Apprenticeships).  Students also participate in 
workshops to assist them identify possible future jobs of interest and begin to plan their studies for 
VCE or VCAL. 
 
Year 11 and 12, students continue with VET studies, ASBA’s and others may participate in Work 
Experience during the school holidays.  Additional Career Planning Workshops are held to assist 
students identify possible career options and plan Post Secondary studies.  VTAC information 
nights are held for year 12 students and their parents. 
 
 
Additional Services 
Guest speakers from Industry, Government Departments and Trades. 
Visits to Career Expos 
Industry visits 
Use of a range of software to assist students through all stages of the career planning process 
Access to a wide range of publications, course brochures and handbooks available in the Careers 
Centre. 
“One to One” careers assistance with the Careers Co-ordinator to identify career options and plan 
pathways. 
Assistance for all year 12 students in both the VTAC selection process and options once ENTER 
score is known 
Ongoing support once student has left school until they establish themselves in either further studies 
or employment 
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CHOOSING A PROGRAM 

 
REMEMBER: 
 
1. Choose a Program that is realistic to your academic background. 
 
2. Choose a Program that is consistent with your future career; Students must make themselves 
aware of any prerequisites for a particular career or course. This can be done by contacting the 
Careers Coordinator (Mr Horley), the Careers Reference Centre or the relevant institutions i.e. 
universities and TAFEs. 
 
3. Seek guidance from your present teachers on the suitability of your subject selections. 
 
4. Try to broaden your program beyond those studies strictly required for any particular vocation. 
 
People who can help you in making decisions about your program for 2010 and 2011 are: 
 
POST COMPULSORY LEADER:  Any queries on programs, units or general information 
 
CAREERS TEACHERS:    Any questions re careers and pre-requisites for courses 
 
YEAR 10 & 11 TEACHERS:   These people probably best know your capabilities 
and should be consulted. 
 
PARENT:   Tapping in to their wide experiences 
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VCE PROGRAM 2010 - 2011 
 
This handbook describes the initial unit offerings for 2010 - 2011.  From it, students will complete 
their “Application for a VCE Program”. These applications will then provide a basis for the final 
unit offerings and the structure of the College program.  
 
 
NOTE: 
1. If there is insufficient student selection for a particular unit, students will be asked to 
select an alternative unit. 
2. If a unit combination is not possible due to timetabling restrictions, students will be 
asked to select an alternative unit. 
3. Year 11 students may be able to make minor revisions to their programs at mid-year 
and more comprehensive revisions at the end of year. 
4. All students will be offered counselling regarding their choice of Program. 

 
PROGRAM   CHOICE 
You must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units including: 
3 units of English/English Language/ English Literature (including one Unit 3/4) 
3 other Unit 3/4 sequences. 
There is no restriction on the number of VET Units. 
Please Note: 
For the calculation of a student’s E.N.T.E.R satisfactory completion of both Units 3 and 4 of an 
English study is required. 
     
Most VCE courses are constructed in the following way:          
    ENGLISH 

GROUP 
CHOICE 
1 

CHOICE 
2 

CHOICE 
3 

CHOICE 
4 

CHOICE 
5 

Year 11  UNIT 1 1 1 1 1 1 or 3 
 UNIT 2 2 2 2 2 2 or 4 

Year 12 UNIT 3 3 3 3 3  
 UNIT 4 4 4 4 4  
 
Whilst it is advisable that students carry 4 of their 5 Year 11 subjects through to Year 12, it is 
possible to pick up some subjects at the Unit 3/4 level without having completed Units 1 & 2.  
Please note:  Some students may elect to do their VCE over 3 years with a reduced workload.  This 
must be negotiated with the Post Compulsory Leader. 
 
SCHOOL-ASSESSED COURSEWORK DATES 
School-assessed coursework is an important part of all VCE Units (levels 1-4). As this is mostly 
completed in class, it is critical that students are present when it is being done.  
 
Absences during coursework can only be the result of an illness (verified by a Medical 
Certificate), school approved excursion, sporting activity or school endorsed work placement. 
 
It will be necessary for students to complete missed coursework after school, on a date nominated 
by the school, usually after school has finished for the day.. 
   
E.N.T.E.R.  =  Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank 
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This is calculated for each student at the completion of VCE and places the student on a scale of 0 – 
99.95 for students 17 years and over. It is a major factor in determining who receives offers for 
Tertiary and TAFE courses. 
 
It is calculated in the following manner: 
1. All marks are standardized so that they truly represent the relative performance in each subject 
when compared with the performance of all students in all subjects. 
2. Standardized scores in an English sequence and then the next best 3 subjects are added 
together. 
3. 10% of any 5th and 6th subject is added in. 
4. Students are ranked 0 – 99.95 
Please note:        
1. University subjects count from 4.5 - 5.5, depending upon the result, as the 6th subject 
2.  VET courses which are not assessed at the end of the year and VET studies which are 
not assessed through coursework and exams can still be counted in the E.N.T.E.R. as a 5th subject. 
The student is awarded 10% of the average of their other studies.  
 

ACCELERATED LEARNING 
 
A: Year 11 students studying Unit 3 & 4 subjects 
Students entering Year 11 have the opportunity to include a Unit 3 & 4 subject in the first year of 
their VCE program. This option provides greater flexibility within the VCE and has benefits for 
students by providing extra challenges and catering for students already well advanced with studies 
in a given subject. It also gives students an idea of the demands of studying a Year 12 subject and 
the resulting score is included in the student's E.N.T.E.R. Students will need to show ability in that 
area and have a recommendation from their Year 10 teacher.  
 
B: Year 12 students studying a subject from Melbourne or Monash University 
The successful completion of this subject will enable up to 5.5 points to be awarded as a 6th subject 
into the E.N.T.E.R. calculation as well as counting towards their University degree. Students who 
express an interest in this program are involved in a selection process before being enrolled in a 
program.  
All enquires should be directed to the Post Compulsory Leader. 
 
DEVELOPING GOOD WORK HABITS AND ORGANISATIONAL  
 
1. Date all handouts and file in chronological order. 
 
2. File handouts, unit outlines, lists of due dates AS SOON AS YOU 
  RECEIVE THEM  (the bottom of your bag or locker is not a filing system) 
 
3. Have a supply of plastic envelopes in your folders to assist you to file  work. 
 
4. Enter due dates in your student planner as soon as you receive them. Transfer them to a wall 
planner in your work area at home. 
 
5. Work out a timeline that will enable you to meet all due dates, particularly if you have a 
number of pieces due at the same time. 
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6. Spend the first ten minutes planning your homework and study each night – start with the 
“must do by tomorrow” tasks, then spend some time on longer term assignments, then allow a short 
time for revision or study. 
 
7. ALWAYS MEET DEADLINES  – Don’t look for ways to avoid them.  Remember, your 
results in units depend on you submitting work on time.  You can only receive an extension if you 
have a legitimate reason, procrastination is not a reason. 
 
8. ASK FOR HELP EARLY  if you need it and as often as you need it;  make sure you are 
quite clear about what is required to complete a task. 
 
9. Take pride in doing the very best you can.  Use your planner –  there are several pages of 
advice in your planner.  Take the time to read these. 
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE for APPLIED LEARNING (VCAL) 
 
When and why did the VCAL start? 
Students at senior secondary level now have the choice of two certificates, the Victorian Certificate 
of Education (VCE) and the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL).   VCAL was 
developed in response to education and learning needs identified by the Ministerial Review of Post 
Compulsory Education and Training Pathways in Victoria (2000) also known as the Kirby Report.  
The Kirby Report highlighted poor senior secondary outcomes.  VCAL was first accredited in 2002. 
 
What are the aims of the VCAL? 
VCAL aims to provide students with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to make informed choices 
about pathways to employment and further education. 
 
The principles underpinning the VCAL are: 
Tailoring a program to suit student’s interests. 
Personal development. 
Work Related and Industry Specific Skills. 
Providing a strong connection to the work place. 
Encouraging students to assume leadership and responsibility roles. 
Exposing students to educational opportunities outside of the classroom. 
These principles are within the context of applied learning. 
 
In VCAL these principles are shown through: 
The development of knowledge and employability skills that help prepare students for 
 work and for participation in a broader society – family, community and lifelong learning. 
 
The development of knowledge and skills that assist students to make informed 
 vocational choices and/or facilitate pathways to further learning and employment. 
 
What are the qualifications? 
The VCAL is accredited at three levels: 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Foundation). 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Intermediate). 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Senior). 
 
The three qualification levels cater for a range of students with different abilities and interests.  It 
also provides a progression of skills, knowledge and attitudinal development. 
 
Foundation level 
The focus is on knowledge and employability skills development supported by a strong   emphasis 
on literacy and numeracy skills and preparatory learning. 
 
Intermediate level 
The focus is on knowledge and employability skills development that leads to independent learning, 
confidence and a higher level of transferable skills. 
 
Senior level  
The focus is on knowledge and employability skills that lead to a high level of interpersonal skills, 
independent action and achievement of tasks that require decision-making and leadership. 
The demonstration of knowledge and skills, which can apply directly to the workplace or further 
training, is also important. 
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What are the entry requirements? 
There are no formal entry requirements for VCAL.  Students can enter at the level of VCAL to suit 
their learning needs, abilities and interests.  However, it is strongly recommended that students 
choose a blend of VCAL, VCE and VET subjects. Decisions about which VCAL level a student 
should be placed in, should take into account the student’s literacy levels, interests, goals and 
ability.  The decision about entry level should also take into account the student’s: 
 
Strengths and interests 
Preferred learning style 
Vocational goals 
Readiness for participation in structured workplace learning or formal vocational education 
Teacher and peer support needs 
Envisaged pathways 
Leadership capabilities 
Organisational skills 
 
How is the VCAL structured? 
The VCAL has four curriculum areas, called strands.  These strands are: 
Literacy and Numeracy Skills 
Industry Specific Skills (VET) 
Work Related Skills 
Personal Development Skills 
A student’s VCAL learning program must include elements of each strand. 
 
VCAL at Gisborne Secondary College 
 
Gisborne Secondary College has been running the VCAL program since 2003.  There were 27 
students who started the program in 2003, that figure has now risen over the years to 36 students in 
2008. 
What we offer: 
Year 11 

The course is basically selected for the students. They will complete:  
VCAL Foundation Literacy, Units 1 & 2* 
VCAL Foundation Numeracy, Units 1 & 2** 
VCAL Personal Development, Foundation Level Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Work Related Skills, Foundation Level Units 1 & 2 
A VET subject of their choice. 
VCE Business Management. 
A year of structured Work Placements on each Wednesday. 
 
*  Year 11 English can be negotiated, if the student is capable of completing 
 VCE Units 1 & 2 English. 
** Year 11 Maths can be negotiated if the student is capable of completing VCE General Maths 
Units 1 & 2 
Year 12 

During Year 12 students will be enrolled at the Intermediate Level for the 1st Semester.  If an 
aptitude is demonstrated then students will advance and be promoted to the Senior Level of the 
certificate for Semester 2. 
 
There is a little more flexibility for Year 12 students. They will complete 
VCAL Literacy, Intermediate - Senior Level, 1 unit*** 
VCAL Oral Communication, Intermediate - Senior Level, 1 unit 
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VCAL Numeracy, Intermediate – Senior , 1 unit**** 
VCAL Work Related Skills, Intermediate – Senior Level, Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Personal Development, Intermediate - Senior Level Units 1 & 2 
VCE Outdoor Education  
*** Dependent on the English taken in year 11 
****Dependent on the Maths taken in year 11 
 
 
Example of a Year 11 VCAL course 

VCE Foundation Literacy Units 1 & 2 
VCE Foundation Numeracy Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Personal Development Foundation Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Work Related Skills Foundation Units 1 & 2 
VET Hospitality 
VCE Business Management 
 
Example of a Year 12 VCAL course 

VCAL Literacy Intermediate - Senior Unit 1 
VCAL Oral and Communication Intermediate - Senior Unit 1 
VCAL Numeracy Intermediate - Senior Unit 1 
VCAL Personal Development Intermediate – Senior Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Work Related Skills Intermediate - Senior Units 1 & 2 
VCE Outdoor Education Units 1 & 2 
VET Retail 
Or 
VCE English Units 3 & 4 
VCAL Numeracy Intermediate - Senior Unit 1 
VCAL Personal Development Intermediate - Senior Units 1 & 2 
VCAL Work Related Skills Intermediate - Senior Units 1 & 2 
VCE Outdoor Education Units 1 & 2 
VCE Woodwork Units 3 & 4 
 
 
SUBJECT MATTER: 
 
NUMERACY 
As part of the VCAL Learning Program a range of subjects are offered: 
Numeracy Skills Foundation Semester 1 & 2 Year 11 
Numeracy Skills Intermediate or Senior Semester 1 & 2 Year 12 (depending on progress) 
 
The areas of study include: 
  Numeracy for practical purposes – design 
 Numeracy for practical purposes – measuring 
 Numeracy for personal organization – money and time 
 Numeracy for person organization – location 
 Numeracy for interpreting society – data 
 Numeracy for interpreting society – numerical information 
 Numeracy for knowledge – further study of Maths (formulae) 
 Numeracy for knowledge – further study of Maths (problem solving) 
 
Numeracy skills have been designed to develop knowledge skills and understanding relevant to the 
practical applications and use of mathematics at home, work and in the community. 
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Intermediate and Senior Levels reflect the progression in skills, knowledge and attitude 
development of Numeracy skills. 
 
Assessment:  Students should demonstrate competence in learning outcomes. 
 
This is not a VCE subject and is designed purely for students undertaking a VCAL Learning 
Program. 
Pre-requisites:  Nil 
 
 
LITERACY  
Literacy Skills Foundation  Semester 1& 2 Year 11 
Literacy Skills Intermediate or Senior Semester 1 & 2 – Year 12 (depending on progress) 
 
The areas of study include: 
Writing and Reading for Self Expression 
Writing and Reading for Practical Purposes 
Writing and Reading for Knowledge 
Writing and Reading for Public Debate 
Oracy for Knowledge 
Oracy for Practical Purposes 
Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem Solving 
 
The purpose of the literacy curriculum is to enable the development of skills, knowledge and 
attitudes in literacy that allows progression in the main social contexts of employment, family, 
citizenship and further learning. 
 
Literacy skills corresponding with these social contexts include literacy for self expression, practical 
purposes, knowledge and public debate.  Literacy includes reading, writing and oral 
communications. 
 
Other than the Foundation Level, Intermediate and Senior Levels exist to reflect the progression in 
skills, knowledge and attitude development of Literacy Skills. 
 
This is NOT a VCE subject and is designed purely for students enrolled in the VCAL Learning 
Program. 
 
Pre-requisites: Nil 
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The purpose of the Personal Development Skills strand is to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes 
that lead toward: 
 
Social responsibility 
Building community 
Civic responsibility eg. Through volunteering and working for the benefit of others 
Improved self confidence and self esteem 
Valuing civic participation in a democratic society 
 
 
Personal Development includes self-esteem and personal qualities developed through valuing 
personal achievement and contribution for the benefit of the community or personal growth.  This 
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may involve demonstration of leadership, teamwork skills, accepting responsibility for goal 
achievement and reflecting on knowledge and skills for decision making and problem solving. 
 
WORK RELATED SKILLS 
The purpose of Work Related Skills is to develop employability skills, knowledge and attitudes 
valued within community and work environments as a preparation for employment.  As these skills 
are developed students are better prepared to explore career pathways.   
Employability skills developed throughout the unit include: 
 
   -  Communication 
   -  Team work 
   -  Problem solving 
   -  Initiative and enterprise 
   -  Planning and organization 
   -  Self management 
   -  Learning 
   -  Technology 
WORK PLACEMENT  
Work placement is undertaken within this subject.  VCAL students are expected to organise their 
own placement and ensure all employment agreements are prepared and signed prior to the work 
placement commencement date. 
Year 11 students will undertake 1 day of work placement only per week on a Wednesday. 
Year 12 students will undertake 2 days of work placement only per week, only on set 
workplacement days. 
If the student is completing a VET subject, the student is allowed to complete their VET placement 
on Wednesdays.  This will be counted as their VCAL placement. 
If the student is completing an ASBA, the student is allowed to complete their work placement on 
Wednesdays.  This will be counted as their VCAL placement. 
VET work placements are arranged by Mr Ian Huke (Work Place Co-ordinator) 
ASBA’s and all other workplacements are arranged by Mr John Horley (Careers Co-ordinator). 
 
 
Are your interested? 
If you are interested in completing VCAL for Year 11 an expression of interest must be submitted 
by the 24th of August.  You will be interviewed by Mr Court (VCAL coordinator), Mr Patton 
(assistant principal) and Mr Hayward (post compulsory leader) in week 8 to discuss your 
suitability for the program.  Parents are encouraged to attend the interview with the student.  
Please be aware that over the last few years there have been many more applicants for the VCAL 
program than places, so get in early with your expression of interest. 
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AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS 
 
Referred to as ASBA’s.  Gisborne Secondary College is working with a number of providers to 
increase the range and number of ASBA’s available to senior students. ASBA’s may become available 
through the school, in the following industries, Agriculture, Automotive, Business, Community 
Services, Engineering, Food Processing, Horticulture, Hospitality, Information Technology, Retail, 
Seafood, Sport and Recreation. 
 
A ASBA enables students to begin their apprenticeship while they are at school, combining paid work, 
with some TAFE studies and Secondary Schooling. 
 
Provided certain conditions are met, it is possible for ASBA’s to be regarded as a fifth or sixth VCE 
subject and students are given 10% added on to their ENTER score or, if they sit an exam and get a 
study score, this score can be counted as one of their four subject scores for an ENTER score. 
 
Successful completion of a ASBA also counts towards VCAL qualification, fitting in nicely with both 
the Industry Specific skills strand and Work Related skills strand. 
 
If students are interested in this option, please see the Careers Co-ordinator to register an expression of 
interest and obtain more information. 
 
As positions become available, they are matched to students who have expressed an interest in this 
option, or, if there are no suitable students, the positions are advertised through the school Newsletter. 
 
NOTE: 
Students should be aware that ASBA’s require students to regularly miss classes and it is the student’s 
responsibility to catch up on missed work on a timely basis. 
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Vocational Education and Training Programs (VET) 
 
These programs allow students to: 
•  Complete their VCE 
•  Complete a recognised TAFE Certificate Course 
•  Obtain a Tertiary Entrance Rank (E.N.T.E.R) and keep tertiary options open 
•  Undertake studies which include TAFE links 
•  Undertake studies with a vocational focus through work placement 
 
The VET Programs are focused towards employment and provide additional pathways to TAFE, 
Industry competencies and work. Successful completion of these programs gives increased educational 
and employment opportunities.   
 
All fees must be paid by 27th November, 2009. 
 
Possible VET Subjects in 2010: 
PROGRAM WORK PLACEMENT 

 
Certificate II in  Multimedia 10 days 
Certificate III in  Multimedia 10 days 
Certificate II in Business (Office Admin) 10 days  
Certificate II in Engineering Studies 10 days 
Certificate II in Hospitality (Operations) 10 days  
In Year 12 
Hospitality Operations – Front of House 

5 days 

In Year 12 
Hospitality Operations – Commercial Cookery 
focus 

5 days 

Certificate II in Automotive 10 days 
Certificate II in Furnishing (Cabinet Making 
Stream) 

15 days 

Certificate 11 in Building and Construction 
(Carpentry) Pre - Apprenticeship 

10 days 

Certificate II in Equine Studies 10 days 
Certificate II in Horticulture 10 days 
Certificate II in Retail 10 days 
Certificate III in Childcare Studies 10 days 
Certificate II in Music Industry (Foundation) 10 days 
Certificate III  in Music Industry (Technical 
Production) 

10 days 

Certificate II in Community Services 10 days 
Certificate 11 in Hairdressing – availability for 
2010 To Be Confirmed 

 

VET Sport and Recreation –Certificate II in 
Community Recreation 

TBC 

Please note that some students will need to do “Red Card” training.  This will allow them to go onto 
building sites for their work placements.  The cost of this training will need to be paid in addition to 
the VET fees.  The cost has not been confirmed at this stage. 
 
The following conditions apply to these programs: 
Demand must be sufficient for the program to go ahead 
In 2008 Business (Office Admin.) Hospitality (Operations + Commercial Cookery), Information 
Technology (Software), Furnishing (Cabinet Making Stream), Engineering, Cert III in Music Industry 
Technical Production and Equine Studies will have a study score available 
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Other VET subjects count towards the E.N.T.E.R as a 5th subject. 
To satisfactorily complete the Certificate courses, students must be prepared to attend after school 
classes / or TAFE at the times negotiated by G.S.C. 
A VET subject is just one subject students undertake as part of the VCE or VCAL program.  Students 
are required to complete other VCE or VCAL subjects to satisfy VCAA qualifications. 
 

CERTIFICATE II in MULTIMEDIA 

The certificate will prepare students for a career in the Film, Television, Radio and Multimedia 
Industry. 
 
The Program is taken over 2 years of VCE and consists of core and elective units.   
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Creating and manipulating 2D Graphics, Producing/manipulating digital images/updating web pages 
/incorporating text and audio into multi – media presentations / 2 D animation / developing multi – 
media script and applying principles of visual communication and design to develop a media product. 
 
 A study score will be available for this subject in Unit 3 and 4, therefore Multimedia can be counted in 
the student’s best 4 subjects for the calculation of the E.N.T.E.R Score.  Successful completion of 
Certificate 2 is equivalent to 4 units of VCE. 
 
10 days of work placement is highly recommended by VCAA, to practise and apply skills learnt in the 
classroom. 
It is recommended to undertake structural workplace learning during the term holidays. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $125-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH: 1 year 
 

CERTIFICATE III in MULTIMEDIA   
The certificate is an extension of Certificate II therefore it is necessary to have completed Certificate II. 
 
The Program is taken over 2 years of VCE and consists of core and elective units.   
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Creating and manipulating 2D Graphics, Producing/manipulating digital images/updating web pages 
/incorporating text and audio into multi – media presentations / 2 D animation / developing multi – 
media script.  Use authoring tools to create interactive sequence.  Create web pages with multimedia 
content. 
 
 A study score will be available for this subject in Unit 3 and 4, therefore Multimedia can be counted in 
the student’s best 4 subjects for the calculation of the E.N.T.E.R Score.  Successful completion of 
Certificate 2 is equivalent to 4 units of VCE. 
 
10 days of work placement is highly recommended by VCAA, to practise and apply skills learnt in the 
classroom. 
It is recommended to undertake structural workplace learning during the term holidays. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $125-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
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COURSE LENGTH: 2 years 
 

CERTIFICATE II in BUSINESS (OFFICE ADMINISTRATION) 

The aim of the program is to provide students with knowledge and skills to enable them to work in a 
wide range of business and industrial settings.  This course is overseen by Kangan-Batman TAFE. 
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Communication in the workplace / use of business technology / organize daily work activities and 
provide information to clients / handle mail / create and use spreadsheets / OH & S in the workplace 
and working in a business environment. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  
At least 10 days of work placement per year needs to be completed. It will not be feasible to complete 
all of this within school time, as blocks of time are most efficient.  This will be done in the term 
holidays. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $125-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
Year 12 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and assignments during the year. These combine 
towards a study score for the subject that is therefore part of the student’s E.N.T.E.R. 
 

CERTIFICATE III in BUSINESS (OFFICE ADMINISTRATION) 

Units of competence cover the following:- 
Preparing business documents / organising work priorities and workplace information / producing 
business documents and creating databases. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $125-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH:  2 years 
 

CERTIFICATE II in ENGINEERING (Metal Fabrication) 

The aim of this program is to provide skills, knowledge and attitudes required to perform entry level 
into 4 main areas of engineering technology – fabrication, electrical/electronics, production and 
mechanical. 
This subject is overseen by BRIT. 
Compulsory Subjects: English 1 - 4 
     Visual Communication 1 & 2 
     General Maths / Foundation Maths 1 & 2 
     V.E.T. Engineering 
In addition students need to choose 2 other subjects in Year 11. 
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Principles of OH&S / developing a career path in the Engineering Industry/Basic machinery and 
fabrication / using computers, hand tools and power tools / basic computational principles in 
engineering / electrotechnology principles / cutting and grinding / shaping / basic welding and thermal 
cutting. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:    
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At least 10 days of work placement (compulsory) to be undertaken. This will be done in the term 
holidays. 
 
NOTE:   After school classes will occur to enable the completion of First Aid and Computing in 
Engineering 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $200-00 dependant on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
MATERIALS COST:  $100-00 (per year)  
 
UNIFORM: 
Students will be required to wear full overalls (long sleeved), leather upper shoes, safety goggles and 
earmuffs in all practical classes. 
 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and assignment pieces during the year.  These 
combine towards a study score for the subject, which is therefore part of the student’s ENTER. 
 
COURSE LENGTH:  2 years 
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CERTIFICATE II in HOSPITALITY (Operations) 

This program aims to prepare students for work in such areas as commercial cookery, front office 
management, housekeeping and food and beverage service.  If students satisfactorily complete the 
certificate they will be credited with 2 VCE units.   
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Working with colleagues and customers in a socially diverse environment, Health, Safety and Security 
procedures, Updating Hospitality Industry knowledge, hygiene procedures, using basic methods of 
cookery, organising preparing and presenting food, cleaning premises, serve food and beverage to 
customers and apply hospitality skills in the workplace. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  
This is an important part of the program. 10 days work placement is required for each student. 
This will take place during term holidays. 
Remember hospitality work occurs largely in the evenings and during weekends and public holidays. 
 
COST:  $TBA (per year) – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
For any modules using food – at G.S.C. – there will also be a food fee and knife hire fee approximately 
$75-00 – (combined).    Students will also be required to purchase 2 uniforms; 1. Chef's uniform – 
pants, jacket, neckerchief, apron, hat 2. Front of House uniform – black pants, white business shirt.  
Fully enclosed leather upper shoes are required for practical classes. 
 
ATTENDANCE AT TAFE: 
Students will be required to attend TAFE (Vic Uni – Sunbury campus or Braemar College/ To Be 
Confirmed for 2010) to complete some modules. This will be one afternoon per week in Semester 2. 
 
COURSE LENGTH: 1 year (Year 11) 
 
 
CERTIFICATE II HOSPITALITY – OPERATIONS Front of House 

This program is undertaken in Year 12 and focuses on front-of-house service in the Hospitality 
Industry. Certificate II Year 11 must have been satisfactorily completed prior to commencement 
of this course in Year 12. 
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Updating Food and Beverage knowledge, providing food and beverage service (including non – 
alcoholic beverages), understanding the link between kitchen and service areas and provide responsible 
service of alcohol. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  5 days this will be done during term holidays. 
 
ARRANGEMENTS: Students attend VUT Sunbury (To Be Confirmed for 2010) - one 
afternoon/night per week (approx 7 hours) to complete modules in Term 1, 2 & 3. Students travel to 
Sunbury in a taxi arranged by the school. Parents are required to collect students at the end of evening 
sessions. 
 
COST:$TBA (per year)–dependent on Government Funding; Uniform / textbook are also required.  
The cost for 2009 was $630-00. 
 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and at least 3 assignment pieces during the year. 
These combine towards a study score for the subject, which is therefore part of the student’s 
E.N.T.E.R. 
 
PROGRAM LENGTH:   1 Year 
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CERTIFICATE II HOSPITALITY – COMMERCIAL COOKERY 

This program is undertaken in Year 12 and the focus is on back-of-house chef/cookery skills in the 
Hospitality Industry. Certificate II Year 11 must have been satisfactorily completed prior to 
commencement of this certificate.  This subject is overseen by Braemar College. * May change in 
2010. 
 
Units of competence cover the following:- 
Preparing appetizers/salads/stocks/sauces/soups/vegetables/egg and farinaceous dishes and hot and 
cold desserts. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  5 days this must be done during term holidays 
 
ARRANGEMENTS: 
Students will attend Braemar College one afternoon per week (approx. 8 hours) to complete modules 
in Terms 1, 2 & 3. 
 
COST:   $TBA (per year) – dependent on Federal Government Funding. The costs for 2009 were 
$630-00.  A chef’s uniform, textbook and name badge will be required.  Students will need to arrange 
their own transport to Braemar College. 
 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and at least 3 assignment pieces during the year. 
These combine towards a study score for the subject and is therefore part of the student’s E.N.T.E.R.  
 
PROGRAM LENGTH:   1 Year 
 
 

CERTIFICATE II in AUTOMOTIVE 

This program provides students with skills to enhance employment prospects in the Automotive and 
Allied Industries.  This subject is overseen by Kangan-Batman TAFE. 
 
The units of competence cover the following-   O H & S procedures / reading, using numbers and 
communicating in the workplace / using computers, hand tools and equipment / servicing 
transmissions, cooling systems, engines, petrol systems and clutch assemblies / welding and thermal 
cutting / burnishing and buffing / establishing relations with customers. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  
This is an important part of the program and 10 days is required for each student. This allows students 
to practise skills learnt and to determine different aspects of the industry they would like to work in e.g. 
panel beating/servicing/auto electrical, etc.  This will be done during term holidays. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $200-00 this fee is payable for registration with KANGAN TAFE and 
for modules undertaken there.  Materials Cost $100-00. 
Long sleeved overalls and leather upper shoes are required for all practical classes and attendance at 
TAFE. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
NB:  Students will be required to attend classes after school for computer operations and keyboarding.  
A minimum of 5 days will be required at TAFE - KANGAN Batman Campus, Richmond to complete 
Burnishing and Buffing and Welding and Thermal Cutting. 
 
COURSE LENGTH:  2 Years 
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CERTIFICATE II in FURNISHING (CABINET MAKING) 

This program aims to provide students with core and broad based skills in the cabinet making area of 
furnishing. 
 
The units of competence cover the following- 
Principles of OH & S/ Construction of a basic timber (furnishing) product / Hand made timber joints / 
join solid timber and prepare surfaces for finishing / measurements and calculations / use hand and 
power tools / read documents and follow plans / use leg and rail method of construction and prepare 
cutting lists from plans. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  15 days. This will be done during term holidays. 
 
COST:   $200-00 (per year) – dependent on Federal Government Funding, plus Materials Fee 
 
NOTE: There would be after school classes for Information Technology. 
 
CLOTHING: Students would be expected to dress in Industry standard clothing for Practical classes 
i.e. overalls and leather upper shoes, safety glasses and earmuffs/earplugs. (To be supplied by 
students.) 
 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and assignment pieces during the year.  These 
combine towards a study score for the subject, which is therefore part of the student’s ENTER. 
 
COURSE LENGTH: 2 years 
 
 

CERTIFICATE II in BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION (CARPENTRY) PR E-APPRENTICESHIP 

The Carpentry stream consists of a minimum of 15 modules, ten core modules and at least five 
Carpentry stream modules.  On successful completion of this program students will have completed 
two-thirds of the Certificate II in Building and Construction (Carpentry) Pre-apprenticeship. 
 
The units of competence cover the following areas: 
Workplace safety and industry induction - Work safely in the construction industry (Red Card) -  
Workplace procedures for environmental sustainability - Basic first aid – Levelling -  Safe handling and use 
of plant and power tools - Workplace documents and plans - Building structures - Calculations for the 
building industry - Quality principles for the building industry - Introduction to scaffolding - Carpentry 
hand tools - Introduction to demolition - Basic setting out - Sub floor framing - Wall framing - Roof 
framing - External cladding - Installation of window and door frames. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 days.  This will be done during term holidays. 
 
COST:   Approximately $200 per year, final costing TBA. 
 
NOTE:  Some excursions will be necessary to complete the course. 
 
CLOTHING: Students would be expected to dress in Industry standard clothing for Practical classes 
i.e. overalls and leather upper shoes, safety glasses and earmuffs/earplugs. (To be supplied by 
students.) 
 
Students complete an exam at the end of the year and assignment pieces during the year.  These 
combine towards a study score for the subject, which is therefore part of the student’s ENTER. 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   2 years 
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CERTIFICATE II in EQUINE STUDIES 

This subject provides students with the skills and knowledge to enable them to seek employment in the 
Horse Industry.  It is overseen by Bright College.  Equine studies is an on-line subject with 6 practical 
days during each year. 
 
Units of competence cover the following- 
1st Year 
Identifying a career path and working effectively in the Equine Industry / OH&S and Communication / 
Handling and Observing horses / riding or driving horses as well as preparing horses for competition. 
 
2nd Year 
Monitoring horse health, basic anatomy and physiology of horses and providing advice on equine 
products. 
One elective subject is also chosen.  This may be related to horse breeding / riding / driving or 
conducting an event in the Equine Industry. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days  
 
FEES:  $475-00 (Dependent on Federal Government Funding). 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $475-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   2 years 
 
This subject has a study score at Unit 3 – 4 levels and can be included in the student’s  
E.N.T.E.R score. 

CERTIFICATE II in HORTICULTURE 

VET program may be available through training at the new Regional Horticulture Skills Centre 
facilities located on the Salesian College Rupertswood property 
 
Students studying the Certificate II in Horticulture will need to be prepared to attend additional training 
sessions at additional cost if they have not achieved the course competencies in the specified time and 
wish to do so. Students undertaking the certificate must attend 80% of all sessions in order to be 
considered competent. 
 
On completing the Certificate 11 in Horticulture Year 12 students will achieve two certificates. 
VCE 
Certificate 11 in Horticulture issued by Kangan Batman TAFE and recognized in the Australian 
Qualification Framework (AQF). 
Please note that the certificate issued by Kangan Batman TAFE is not presented until the year 
following completion; however, a statement of attainment is issued at the end of each year. 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  
Students must also participate in 10 days of Work Placement during the 2-year program since several 
of the compulsory units of competency are linked to work in a relevant industry setting.   
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $525-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA The fee covers all course materials including booklets and instruction. 
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 Criteria for selecting students into the Certificate 11 in Horticulture program 
As there are limited places in this VET course, the following criteria have been established to     
appropriately select students. 
Completion of some theory work outside of training sessions 
Positive attitude towards program and teaching staff 
Willingness to follow safety procedures, rules and expectations of program and teaching staff 
Demonstrated interest in this field as a career choice 
Willingness to provide necessary safety clothing and equipment 
An understanding and acceptance of all requirements as listed above 
An awareness of the extra cost involved 
 
Please note that all information regarding this VET course is subject to changes made by the VCAA 
or Kangan Batman TAFE. 
 
CERTIFICATE II in RETAIL OPERATIONS 

VET Retail is an online course completed through the South West Institute of TAFE.  This course is 
overseen by SW TAFE.  It is an online course.  
 
The aim of this program is to provide students with skills and knowledge about the Retail Industry.  
Once completed students will receive a TAFE Certificate 11 in Retail Practices.  This is an online 
course provided through South West Institute of TAFE.   Students will need to be well organized, self 
motivated and hard-working to successfully complete this course. 
 
Units of competence: 
Communication in the workplace/apply point of sale handling procedures/interact with customers/work 
effectively in a retail environment/operate retail equipment/operate retail equipment/perform routine 
housekeeping duties/ apply safe working practices/minimize theft/perform stock control 
procedures/balance register/terminal. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $125-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   2 years 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days, this will be done during term holidays. 
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CERTIFICATE II in CHILDREN’S SERVICES   

VET Children’s Services is a correspondence course and is currently being completed through 
Thomson Education Direct.  This course is offered as an ASBA ( see Mr. Horley for further details).  
 
The aim of this program is to provide students with skills and knowledge necessary to work with 
Children.  Once completed students will receive a TAFE Certificate 111 in Children’s Services.  This 
is a correspondence course provided through (at the present time) Thomson Education Direct.  
Students will need to be well organized, self motivated and hard-working to successfully complete this 
course. 
 
Units of Competency: 
 
There are many modules to complete; these may include topics such as child development, child 
education, child welfare, child care, first aid, administration, nutrition and legal issues. 
 
 
FEES:  $125-00 (per year)  (Dependent On Federal Government Funding). 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   2 years 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days, this will be done during term holidays. 
 

CERTIFICATE II in MUSIC INDUSTRY (FOUNDATION)  
The aims of the VCE VET Music Industry program are to provide participants with knowledge and 
skill development to enhance their employment prospects within the music industry.  This subject is 
overseen by Ausmusic. 
 
Students, who have a strong interest in the music industry, either as a performer, songwriter or as a 
technician, will find this course to be useful in broadening and developing their skills and 
employability. 
 
Units of Competency: 
 
Core: Develop and update music industry knowledge, develop music knowledge and listening skills, 
follow health, safety and security procedures in the music industry, work with others. 
 
Electives:  Lay sound tracks, read music, record sound, undertake simple lighting, sound and 
audiovisual activities, use MIDI devices and/or software to perform music, move and set up 
instruments and equipment, develop technical skills for playing and singing music. 
 
It is not necessary for students to have studied VET Music Certificate I in Year 9 or 10.  Although 
students who have studied VET Music Industry at Certificate I level will find they have already 
fulfilled some requirements of Certificate II and can choose to undertake more electives to prepare for 
Certificate III. 
 
Students undertaking Certificate II in Music Industry (Foundation) are eligible for up to four VCE VET 
units at 1-2 level on their VCE Statement of Results. 
This course leads to either Certificate III in Music or Certificate III in Music Industry (Technical 
Production) both of which can be studied at unit 3/4 level and are eligible for a Study Score. 
 
FEES:  $175-00 (per year) plus excursions as required.  
 
COURSE LENGTH:   Certificate II - 1 year 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days, this will be done during term holidays 
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CERTIFICATE II in MUSIC INDUSTRY (Technical Production)   

The aims of the VCE VET Music Industry program are to provide participants with knowledge and 
skill development to enhance their employment prospects within the music industry.  This subject is 
overseen by Ausmusic. 
 
Students, who have a strong interest in the music industry as a technician, will find this course to be 
useful in broadening and developing their skills and employability, 
 
Units of Competency: 
 
Core: Develop and update music industry knowledge, develop music knowledge and listening skills, 
follow health, safety and security procedures in the music industry, work with others, establish and 
maintain work and contractual relationships, edit sound using computerised digital equipment/systems, 
operate sound mixing console, operate sound reinforcement system and mix sound sources. 
 
Electives:  Set-up, operate and de rig portable sound recording equipment, lay sound tracts, read music, 
record sound, undertake simple lighting, sound and audiovisual activities, use MIDI devices and /or 
software to perform music, move and set up instruments and equipment. 
 
This is a 2 year Certificate and students must undertake the Unit 1 and 2 sequence before commencing 
the Unit 3 and 4 program.  Students are advised to enroll in Certificate II in Year 11 and continue to 
Certificate III in Year 12. 
 
Students undertaking Certificate III in Music Industry (Foundation) are eligible for up to three VCE 
VET units at 1-2 level and two VCE VET units at 3-4 level on their VCE Statement of Results. 
 
 Certificate III in Music Industry (Technical Production) is studied at Unit 3-4 level and is eligible for a 
Study Score. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $175-00 plus excursions as required– dependent on Federal Government 
Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   Certificate III - 2 years (including 1 year of Certificate II) 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days, this will be done during term holidays. 
 
 

CERTIFICATE II in COMMUNITY SERVICES WORK 

This is a two year, online course; students will have access to an innovative and flexible TAFE Virtual 
Campus.  The subject provides a general overview of the community services industry and prepares 
students for employment as Community Workers, particularly in children’s services.  This course 
prepares students for work or further study in aged care and community, disability and child care 
services.  This subject is overseen by SW TAFE. 
 
COST: The cost for 2009 was $225-00 – dependent on Federal Government Funding. 
 
The Cost for 2010 $TBA 
 
COURSE LENGTH:   2 years 
 
WORK PLACEMENT:  10 Days, this will be done during term holidays. 
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CERTIFICATE II IN COMMUNITY RECREATION  

(VET Sport and Recreation Program) 
This program provides students the opportunity to acquire and develop skills, knowledge and 
confidence to work in the areas of the community and outdoor recreation. Leadership, organisational 
and specialist activity skills will be developed through theory and practical sessions. 
 
The Units of competence cover the following- Core Unit cover first aid, occupational health and 
safety policies and procedures and knowledge of the sport and recreation industry. At year 12, core 
units cover sport and recreation law, risk analysis activities and conducting sport and recreation 
sessions for participants. Elective units can cover career orientated activities, coaching specialisations 
and or officiating specializations in areas such as AFL, golf, netball and soccer. Also, Year 12 core 
units can cover aquatics, fitness and outdoor recreation or sport.  
 
WORK PLACEMENT: 
This is an important aspect of the course and will allow students to practice skills learnt and determine 
different aspects of the industry that they would like to work in. As this is a new unit, the number of 
days work placement will still need to be confirmed but it is expected to be about 10 – 15 days 
completed during the school holidays. 
 
COST 
Costs are yet to be determined and will be announced soon. 
 
PROGRAM  LENGTH 
2 years. 
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STUDYING DISTANCE EDUCATION 
 
Under certain circumstances (clashes or subjects not running), students may wish to study a subject via 
Distance Education.  Choice to study a subject via Distance Education should be made very carefully 
and in consultation with relevant subject teachers and the Post compulsory Leader. 
 
Students in 2008 studied Information Technology, Business Management, Psychology, Legal Studies, 
Material Technology – Textiles, French, Japanese, German and even Latin via Distance Education. 
 
Distance Education students pay fees directly to Distance Education Victoria (DEV) by Credit Card or 
Cheque upon enrolment.  Distance Education students studying via Victoria School of Languages 
(VSL) must pay their fee to Gisborne Secondary College who pays VSL on your behalf. 
 
All VSL fees for 2010 must be paid by 27th November 2009.  Subject material will not be released to 
the students in 2010 until their VSL fees are paid. 
 
See Mr Hayward for further information about Distance Education. 
 
 
Considering a Student Exchange? 
 
 
Felix Schwieger – Germany 
 
Being an exchange student is the best thing that you can do.  You learn so may things.  You improve a 
foreign language and you get independent.  After a couple of months I used Aussie Slang.  “Bloke” and 
“Mate” belong already in my English.  You get many experiences and different impressions of the big 
world which you can use later in your life and career.  Go travelling before you become old.  If you are 
young it is much easier to meet new people because we have school, university and parties.  Of course 
it is hard to leave your parents and friends behind but sometimes you just need to take a big jump. 
 
Being here is not just gaining experiences it is also a lot of fun.  I met so many people in the school and 
at the footy club.  I tried to play footy but I have not kicked a goal yet.  I am still working on it. 
 
I have been here for 6 months and I have 4 months left.  Leaving Australia will be as strange as leaving 
Germany just worse because this time I probably will not see many people ever again. 
 
�
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DESCRIPTION OF VCE  UNITS OF   STUDY 
 
 
On the following pages are descriptions of the VCE units being offered at Gisborne Secondary College 
for 2010 - 2011. 
 
 
 
Please note that, although all of these units are being offered, some may not eventually run due 
to lack of student numbers or staffing changes. 
 
 
 
 If students choose to study subjects online or through Distant Education there is no guarantee that 
a teacher from Gisborne Secondary College will be timetabled to assist students with their studies. 
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ACCOUNTING 

 
VCE Accounting focuses on the financial events and decision making for a small business. Students 
will develop skills in calculating, recording and reporting financial events to support effective 
decision-making. The accounting information will be collected and applied using both manual and 
information and communications technology (ICT) methods. Spreadsheets, and Quickbooks are used 
extensively throughout VCE Accounting. 
 
Completion of this study will enable students to participate effectively and responsibly in a changing 
business environment and provide information and skills useful to the management of personal 
finances. 
 
Whilst there is no pre-requisite for Unit 3, the completion of Unit 1 and/or 2 is strongly recommended. 
 
Any student who wishes to select Units 3 and 4 without completing Units 1 and 2 will be required to 
complete some preparatory work.   Successful enrolment into Units 3 & 4 is subject to approval by the 
Accounting Coordinator and a mandatory interview. 
 
Unit 1 
Establishing and operating a service 
business  
This unit focuses on the accounting and 
financial management of single-owner small 
businesses which provide services. The unit 
introduces: 
 
the recording and reporting accounting data 
for a sole trader using single entry system. 
the importance of ICT in the accounting 
process 
the evaluation of business performance 
 

 Unit 2 
Accounting for a trading business 
 
This unit focuses on the accounting and 
financial operations of a single-owner 
trading business. The unit introduces: 
 
the recording and reporting accounting data 
for a sole trader using single entry system 
the importance of ICT in the accounting 
process 
the evaluation of business performance 
 

 
Assessment 
Units 1 & 2 
Assessment tasks will form part of the teaching and learning program and must include exercises using 
ICT, along with manual tasks such as tests, assignments, case studies or classroom presentations. 
 

������������	
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 Unit 3 
 
Recording and reporting for a sole trader 
in a trading business 
 
This unit focuses on the accounting and 
financial issues of a small trading business. 
Students are introduced to:   
Recording and reporting using the double 
entry system and the accrual basis of 
accounting. 
Recording balance day adjustments and 
preparing final reports using the accounting 
system 
 
Assessment 
Students will be required to demonstrate 
achievement of the learning outcomes 
specified for the unit via: 
 
Mid year examination: 33% 
School-assessed course work: 17% 
Recording and reporting using double-entry 
computer software 
Exercises involving manual recording and 
reporting 
Analysis of issues in accounting 
 

 Unit 4 
 
Planning, Control and Decision Making 
This unit further develops the role of 
accounting in providing information, with 
the main focus on accounting information 
for management. Topics include: 
Budgeting for cash, financial performance 
and financial position 
Evaluation of business profitability, 
liquidity, stability and efficiency in order to 
assist with the making of business decisions 
 
Assessment 
Students will be required to demonstrate 
achievement of the learning outcomes 
specified for the unit via: 
End of year examination: 33%  
School-assessed course work: 17% 
Recording and reporting manually 
Preparation and evaluation of budgets using 
ICT 
Evaluation of the performance of a business 
over a two year period 
 

 
�
�



54 
 

�
�
�
 
 
 
 
 

ART 

 

VCE Art aims to develop in students the ability to respond to art in an informed and articulate manner. 
Students will acquire a broad knowledge of art through both practical and theoretical work. 
 
Duration:  Each Unit will consist of approximately 100 hours of study of which it is expected that 
50-60 hours will be offered as class time. 
 
Equipment: Students are expected to purchase some materials and equipment of a high quality. 
Check booklists for further information. 
 
It is expected that students will attend excursions to Galleries and Artists talks throughout the 
year. 
 
 

Year 11 – Units 1 and 2 
Possible areas of study: Drawing, Sculpture, Painting, Ceramics and Digital Media. 
Contents: The course will be divided into two semester units, containing theory and practical 
components. 
 

Unit 1 
Area of Study 1: Developing Ideas and 
Skills (practical) 
This area focuses on the development of 
ideas, imagery and skills through the  
exploration of a variety of mediums, skills 
and techniques. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Students are required to present a folio of  
visual solutions and back up material, which  
explore various mediums, techniques and  
processes. 
 
Area of Study 2: Art and Society (theory) 
This area explores the way art reflects  
culture, values, beliefs and traditions. 
 
Outcome 2: 
Students will be able to identify and discuss 
the social, cultural and traditional functions 
of art and interpret selected artworks. 
(Written research, oral presentation, short 
answer responses and power point 
presentation) 
 

 Unit 2 
Area of Study 1: Exploring Ideas and Issues 
(practical) 
In this unit students will be encouraged to 
develop areas of personal interest in 
visual exploration. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Students will demonstrate technical and 
artistic development in their selected 
medium, through folio work. 
 
Area of Study 2: Art and the Individual 
(theory)  
Students will study the role of the artist in 
society and their distinctive approaches to 
creativity and individuality. 
 
Outcome 2: 
Students should be able to interpret and 
discuss artistic identity with reference to 
selected artworks (written research, oral 
reports, power point presentations and short-
answer responses). 
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Year 12 - Units 3 & 4 
 

Pre-requisites: There are no prerequisites for Unit 3, although it is strongly recommended that 
students have satisfactorily completed Units 1 and 2.  Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4 
 
Possible Areas of Study: Drawing, Painting Sculpture, Ceramics, Digital Media.  
Contents: There are two semester units, containing theory and practical components. 
 
 
Unit 3 
Areas of Study 1: Investigation and 
Interpretation (practical) 
In this unit of work students will develop 
an effective visual language through the 
exploration of a variety of tools, materials 
and techniques, including health and 
safety issues. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Students will compile a folio of practical 
work that shows broad investigations 
trialling materials and media showing a 
personal response to a selected art form. 
 
Area of Study 2: Interpreting Art   
(theory) 
This area of study focuses on how art 
communicates ideas. The meanings, 
messages and symbols used in various art 
forms are examined and discussed along 
with historical, political, cultural and gender 
issues. 
Outcome 2: 
Students should be able to analyse an 
artwork both in terms of the formal elements 
of art and in the broader context of symbols 
and stylistic qualities. 
 

 Unit 4 
Area of Study 1: Realisation and Resolution 
(practical) 
This unit focuses on the preparation of 
practical pieces of work for a final display. 
Students refine and resolve ideas developed 
in Unit 3. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Present an innovative / creative body of 
work that communicates the student’s ideas 
in his or her chosen art form. 
 
Area of Study 2: Discussing and Debating 
Art  (theory) 
Students are encouraged to critically discuss, 
debate and evaluate selected artworks using 
the frameworks of analysis developed in 
Unit 3. 
 
Outcome 2:  
Students should be able to critically 
discuss, comment on and analyse selected 
art works in relation to meanings and 
messages as well as present and support 
personal points of view on these artworks. 
 
 

 
Assessment: 
Assessment will take the form of School-assessed Coursework made up of a number of assessment 
tasks; a School-assessed Task based upon Outcome 1 in Units 3 & 4 and a written Examination. 
 
Final Assessment: 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework 10%  
Unit 4 school assessed coursework 10%  
School-Assessed Task (practical work) 50% 
Written Examination Nov (1 1/2 hours) 30%  
 
Costs:  All Art students will work in an A3 sized Visual Art Diary and replace it as it fills 
Excursions cost approximately $50-00 per year. 
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BIOLOGY 

 
Biology is the study of living things from familiar, complex multicellular organisms that live in the 
many different habitats of our biosphere to single celled micro organisms that live in seemingly 
inhospitable conditions.  It is the study of the dynamic relationships that exist between living things 
and their environment and the challenges of survival.  All living things have many structural and 
functional characteristics in common, which can be used to classify and group organisms. 
 
Modern biology draws on biochemistry, neuroscience, genetics, evolutionary biology, behavioural 
science, and cell and molecular biology.  It connects with physics, chemistry, earth and space sciences 
in exploring the nature of past and present life and the possibility of life forms beyond our planet. 
 
Unit 1 
 
Unity and Diversity is the study of life at a 
cellular level and factors that affect the 
survival of cells. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Cells in Action 
2. Functioning Organisms 
 
Outcome 1  Students are to design, 
conduct and report on a practical 
investigation related to cellular structure, 
organisation and processes. 
 
Outcome 2  Students are asked to 
describe and explain the relationship 
between features and requirements of 
functioning organisms and how these are 
used for taxonomic (classification) purposes. 
 
 
Assessment Tasks (at least three of the 
following) 
Practical activities (one of which includes 
student design) 
Multimedia presentation  
Response to a media article  
Oral presentation 
Annotated poster 
Data analysis 
Problem solving 
Test including multiple choice and short 
answer responses 
 

 Unit 2 
 
Organisms and their environment 
investigates the rich diversity of Australian 
ecosystems and the relationship between 
living things and their environment. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Adaptations of Organisms 
2.  Dynamic Ecosystems 
 
Outcome 1  Students must be able to 
explain and analyse the relationship between 
environmental factors, adaptations, and 
distribution of living things. 
 
Outcome 2    Students design, conduct and 
report on a field investigation related to the 
interactions between living things and their 
environment, explain how ecosystems 
change over time. 
 
Assessment 
Outcome 1 
A written report on fieldwork. 
Outcome 2 
At least three of the following:- 
Practical activities 
Multimedia presentation 
Response to media article 
Oral presentation 
Annotated poster 
Data analysis 
Test including multiple choice and short 
answer responses 
Approximate Cost:   2 excursions $20-00 
each.       

 

WHO DO I CONTACT ABOUT THIS? 
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Unit 3 
 
Signatures of Life studies molecular and 
biochemical processes that are indicators of 
life and focuses on the structure of DNA, 
genes and the code of production of proteins. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Molecules of life 
2. Detecting and responding 
 
 
Outcome 1  Students analyse and evaluate 
evidence from practical investigations related 
to biochemical processes. 
 
Outcome 2 Students are asked to describe 
and explain co-ordination and regulation of 
organisms’ immune responses to antigens at 
the molecular level. 
 
Assessment: 
For Outcome 1 (Two assessment tasks) 
A summary report of a practical activity 
related to a biochemical process 
 
A written report of a practical activity on the 
movement of substances across membranes. 
 
For Outcome 2 (Two assessment tasks) 
A summary report of a plant, animal or 
bacterial response to chemical and / or 
physical stimuli. 
 
A presentation on one aspect of the immune 
response. 
 
 

  
Unit 4 
 
Continuity and change - a study of 
molecular genetics including the role genes 
play in establishing diversity.  Also included 
is a study of evolution; its historical 
development and evidence supporting it. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Heredity 
2.  Change over time 
 
 
Outcome 1 Analysis of evidence for the 
molecular basis of heredity and patterns of 
inheritance 
 
Outcome 2  Analysis and evaluation of 
evidence for evolutionary change and 
evolutionary relationships and description of 
mechanisms for change including the effect 
of human intervention or evolutionary 
processes. 
 
Assessment: 
For Outcome 1 (Two assessment tasks) 
A summary report of a practical activity 
related to a genetic cross using first hand 
data 
 
A summary report of a practical activity on 
a DNA manipulation technique 
 
For Outcome 2 (Two assessment tasks) 
An oral or written report demonstrating 
revolutionary relationships using first or 
second hand data. 
 
A response to an issue related to an 
application of gene technologies. 
 
Approximate Costs: 2 Excursions $20-00 
each 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

 
Business Management examines the ways in which people at various levels within a business 
organisation manage resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation.  An understanding is 
gained of the challenges, complexity and rewards that come from business management and the way 
resources are managed in small, medium and large organisations. 
 

Unit 1 
Small Business Management 
Business Concepts – internal and external 
environments, business support services, 
measurement of business performance, 
ethics, social responsibility and 
interrelationships 
Small Business Decision Making, 
Planning and Evaluation – analysis of the 
effects of ethical and socially responsible 
management on small business decisions. 
Day to Day Operations – choice of 
introductory accounting, management of 
staff, future development and growth, 
information or communications technologies 
and legal responsibilities. 
Outcomes 
To explain and apply a set of generic 
concepts to a range of businesses 
Application of decision making and 
planning skills and evaluation of successful 
management of an ethical and socially 
responsible business. 
Explain and apply the day-to-day activities 
associated with the ethical and socially 
responsible operation of a small business. 
Assessment Tasks 
Case study analysis/business research; 
Development of a Business Plan; Tests and 
Examination 
 
Excursion:   Business Research 
                     (Includes Lunch) 
 
Cost:     $30-00 - $35-00 approximately 

 Unit 2 
Communication and Management 
Communication in Business – importance 
of and the methods.  Relationships to 
business objectives, strategy and evaluation 
is considered 
Managing the Marketing Function – 
communication in a marketing context, the 
essential characteristics of effective 
marketing, market research methods and the 
business environment. 
Managing the Public Relations Function – 
creating and maintaining image, 
performance indicators and public issues are 
analysed. 
 
Outcomes 
1. To explain and apply a range of 
    effective communication methods and 
    forms in business related situations. 
2. To apply and analyse effective 
    marketing strategies and processes. 
3. To apply and analyse effective public 
    relations strategies and tactics. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Case study analysis/business research; Tests; 
Analytical exercises; Exam 
 
Excursion: 
Possibility of an excursion to a 
manufacturing business. 
 
Cost:     $20-00  approximately 
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Unit 3 
Corporate Management 
Large Scale Organisations in Context – 
the role and importance of large-scale 
organisations to Australia; performance 
indicators, ethical and social responsibility. 
Internal Environment of Large Scale 
Organisations – management structure, 
corporate culture, management roles and 
policy development; management styles, 
skills and competencies; ethical and socially 
responsible management. 
Operations Management Function – 
transforming inputs into outputs through 
production using the best and most 
responsible use of resources in a global 
environment. 
Outcomes 
Describe and analyse the context in which 
large scale organisations work 
Describe and analyse major aspects of the 
internal environment of large scale 
organisations 
Identify and evaluate practices and processes 
related to operations management. 
Assessment 
School assessed course work using one or 
more of the following:- case study; 
structured questions; media analysis; test; 
essay; report and an end of year examination 
Approximate Costs: Possible visit to 
manufacturer $15-00  - $20-00 
 
 

  Unit 4 
 
Managing People and Change 
Human Resource Management and 
Function – Human resource management, the 
employment cycle and employee relations; 
work place attitudes, ethical and socially 
responsible management, developments in 
technology and legislation 
The Management of Change – Strategies to 
manage change; issues for large 
organisations; social responsibility; ethics; 
globalisation; mergers and acquisitions; 
technology; legislation; privatisation 
Outcomes 
To identify and evaluate practices and 
processes related to human resource 
management 
To analyse and evaluate the management of 
change in large scale organisations 
Assessment 
School assessed coursework using one or 
more of the following:- case study; structured 
questions; media analysis; test; essay; report 
and an end of year examination 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



60 
 

 

CHEMISTRY 

 
 
Studying chemistry assists the development of knowledge skills and attitudes, which enrich people’s 
lives and allow them to be scientifically capable members of society.  It will also provide a window on 
what it means to be a scientific researcher, working as a member of the community of practice 
including how new ideas are developed and investigated and how evidence or data collected is used to 
expand knowledge and understanding of chemistry. 
 
Unit 1 
The Big Ideas of Chemistry 
This the study of the development of our 
current beliefs about the internal structure of 
the atom.  Students model metallic, ionic 
and covalent bonding and consider the use 
of polymers in everyday lives.  Students are 
introduced to the development and 
application of “smart materials” – old and 
new. 
 
Area of Study 
The Periodic Table 
Materials 
 
Outcome 1 
Explanation of how evidence was used to 
develop or refine chemical ideas and 
knowledge.  
 
Outcome 2 
The use of models of structure and bonding 
to explain properties and use of materials. 
 
Assessment tasks for this Unit: 
One extended experimental investigation  
Or 
One annotated portfolio of at least four 
practicals 
And 
At least one from the following:- 
Response to stimulus material 
Presentation in multimedia format 
Data analysis 
Report in written or oral or annotated or 
visual format 
Web page 
 

 Unit 2 
Environmental Chemistry 
This unit focuses on the study of chemical 
reactions involving water and gases of the 
atmosphere.  Students explore the special 
properties of water, which make it so 
important to living things and relate the 
properties to chemical bonding 
characteristics. 
Students investigate chemical reactions that 
take place in aqueous solutions by 
conducting practical activities on 
precipitation and acid – base reactions. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Water 
2.  The atmosphere 
 
Outcome 1 
The writing of balanced equations and 
application of these qualitatively and 
quantitatively using acids, bases, 
precipitates, gases and redox. 
 
Outcome 2 
Explanation of how chemical reactions and 
processes help to sustain life on earth. 
 
Assessment tasks for this Unit: 
One extended experimental investigation  
Or 
One annotated portfolio of at least four 
practicals 
And 
At least one from the following:- 
Response to stimulus material 
Presentation in multimedia format 
Data analysis 
Report in written or oral or annotated or 
visual format 
Web page 
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Unit 3 
Chemical Pathways 
This unit investigates the scope of 
techniques available to the analytical 
chemist.  Chemical analysis is a vital part in 
the work of the forensic scientist, the quality 
control chemist, the field geologist and the 
environmental chemist.  Students investigate 
organic reaction pathways and the chemistry 
of particular organic molecules. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Chemical Analysis 
2. Organic chemical pathways 
 
Outcome 1 
Evaluate the suitability of techniques and 
instruments used in chemical analysis. 
 
Outcome 2  
Asks students to construct organic chemical 
reaction pathways using particular starting 
molecules. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Outcome 1:  There is one assessment task 
for Outcome 1 
 
1.  One extended experimental investigation 
 
Outcome 2: There are two assessment tasks 
for Outcome 2 
 
A written report of a practical activity based 
on a different area of study to Outcome 1. 
 
A presentation with a variety of possible 
formats. 
 
 
An excursion costing up to about $40-00 
will be organised for students to 
experience modern instrumental analysis. 

 Unit 4 
Chemistry at Work 
This unit examines the energy changes 
associated with chemical reactions.  These 
chemical reactions produce a diverse range 
of products we use and depend on every day.  
Access to large quantities of raw materials 
and reliable energy supplies for these 
reactions is necessary to maintain 
continuous production of high quality useful 
chemicals.  Features that affect these 
reactions are investigated. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Industrial Chemistry 
2.  Supplying and using energy 
 
Outcome 1 
Explain factors that affect rate and 
equilibrium of chemical reactions and 
analyse the optimum conditions used for 
industrial manufacture. 
 
Outcome 2 
Analyse the energy transformations in 
chemical reactions. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Outcome 1:  There are two assessment tasks 
for Outcome 1 
 
1.  Annotated portfolio of 4 practical 
    activities drawn from either area of  
    study 
 
2.  A written report of a practical activity 
     drawn from 1 of the Areas of Study. 
 
Outcome 2:  There is 1 assessment task 
 
A presentation with a variety of possible 
formats. 
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CLASSICAL STUDIES 

 

 
 

Unit 1 – Mythical Worlds Unit 2 – Classical Imaginations 

This unit explores the myths of ancient Greece 
and  Rome, two of the great civilisations of the 
ancient world that between them laid the 
foundations of western civilisation. The deeds of 
Theseus, the wrath of Achilles, the epic voyages 
of Odysseus and Aeneas are tales that have 
entranced countless generations. This is because 
they examine the nature of the individual and key 
aspects of society. In this unit we will also look at 
how archaeology has been used to explore the 
historical basis of myths at sites such as Troy and 
Knossos.  
 
Areas of Study:  
1. Heroes and monsters. 
This area of study will explore the nature of myth 
in ancient Greece and Rome.  In doing so students 
will look at the characteristics of myths, they will 
examine a variety of myths and look at the 
function of the myths.  Also we will look at the 
nature of classical societies as revealed through 
the myths. 
2. Myth and archaeology 
This will focus on how archaeology has been used 
to explore the physical evidence that connects the 
mythical world to the historical world. 
3. Myths in art and literature 
This area of study will examine the way art, 
literature and theatre represented mythological 
themes. 
 
Work Requirements: 
Essay 
Research project 
Written analysis 
 

This unit examines classical works across time.  It 
uses classical works to explore social and political 
life in classical antiquity. Homer helps us 
understand the heroic code whilst Thucydides 
shows us his view of Athens during the 
Peloponnesian War.  Livy Sallust and Tacitus tell 
us much about Rome. 
 
Areas of Study  
 
1. Society through Culture 
Students will look at the ways in which classical 
works present aspects of classical Greek and 
Roman society. 
2. Classics through time. 
Classical works have been a powerful influence 
on western art, literature, philosophy and science.  
This area of study examines the ways in which 
that influence permeated western culture through 
time. 
 
Work Requirements: 
Essay 
Research project 
Analytical exercise 
 
Contact :  Greg Savvinos, Brian Norton or Jon 
Horley 
 

WHO DO I TALK TO ABOUT THIS? 
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DANCE 

Unit 1 
This unit focuses on exploring the potential 
of the body as an instrument of expression.  
Students learn about and develop technical 
and physical skills.  Students discover the 
diverse range of expressive movements by 
exploring body actions, and commence the 
process of developing a personal 
movement vocabulary. 
 
Areas of Study and Outcomes 
1. Dance perspectives 
This area of study focuses on the definition 
and documentation of choreographer’s 
expressive intentions, movement creation 
processes resulting in expressive body 
actions, and safe dance. 
2.Choreography and performance 
This area of study focuses on the choice 
and development of expressive intention 
and the exploration and safe use of body 
actions to communicate an expressive 
intention when creating dance works. 
3. Dance technique and performance 
This area of study focuses on developing 
students’ capacity to expressively execute a 
range of body actions through the safe use 
of technical and physical skills. 
4.The body: physiology and 
maintenance 
This area of study focuses on the safe use, 
maintenance and physiology of the 
dancer’s body. 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit 
student should be able to: 
1. Describe and document the 
expressive intention, body actions, 
technical and physical skills used in 
creating dance works. 
2. Choreograph and perform a solo or 
unified group dance work. 
3. Expressively execute the body 
actions of a learnt solo or group dance 
4. Describe the safe use, maintenance and 
physiology of the dancer’s body 
 
Assessment 
The achievement of Outcomes is based on 
the student’s performance of written 
reports, oral and multimedia presentations 
and live performance. 

 Unit 2 
This unit focuses on expanding students’ 
personal movement vocabulary and 
choreographic skills through the exploration 
of the elements of movement, time, space 
and energy and the study of form. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Dance perspectives 
This area of study focuses on ways and 
elements of movement to communicate 
expressive intention using the 1930’s styles 
and dance traditions. 
2.Choreography, performance and dance 
making analysis 
This area of study focuses on choreographic 
exploration of the elements of movement in 
communicating expressive intention. 
Dance technique, performance and dance 
analysis 
This area of study focuses on learning, 
rehearsing and performing learnt solo or 
group dance work. 
 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
1. Analyse and discuss ways elements of 
movement are manipulated to communicate 
expressive intention. 
2. Choreograph and perform a solo/group 
work, complete structure improvisations and 
describe processes 
3. Expressively execute manipulations of the 
elements of movement in a learnt solo/group 
work. 
 
Assessment 
The achievement of Outcomes is based on 
the student’s performance of written reports, 
oral and multimedia presentations and the 
live presentation of learnt solo and/or group 
work. 
 
 

   Approximate Cost:   $50-00 Costumes 

WHO DO I TALK TO ABOUT THIS? 
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Unit 3 
This unit focuses on choreography, rehearsal 
and performance of a solo dance work and 
involves the physical execution of a diverse 
range of body actions and use of technical 
and performance skills. 
 
Areas of Study and Outcomes 
1. Dance perspectives 
This area of study focuses on the 
understanding of the ways choreographers of 
prescribed Twentieth and/or Twenty First 
century solo dance work arrange selected 
movement vocabulary into dance. 
  
2. Choreography, Performance and dance 
making analysis 
This area of study focuses on choreography 
and performance of a solo dance work. 
 
3.Dance technique, performance and 
dance analysis 
This area of study focuses on expanding the 
student’s technical and physical skills and 
expressive execution in a learnt group dance 
work. 
 
Outcomes – On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
1. Analyse cultural influences, movement 
vocabulary and expressive intention within 
prescribed dance works. 
2. Choreograph, rehearse and perform a 
solo dance work while communicating 
expressive intention.  
3. Learn, rehearse and perform a group 
dance work and analyse the processes of the 
work. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set outcomes and 
designated assessable tasks.  Levels of 
achievement are based on school – assessed 
coursework. 

 Unit 4 
This area of study focuses on choreography, 
rehearsal and performance of a unified solo 
dance work which has a beginning, 
development/s and resolution. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Dance perspectives 
This area of study focuses on developing an 
understanding of the ways choreographers of 
the Twentieth and/or Twenty First century 
group dance works communicate expressive 
intention. 
 
2. Choreography, performance and dance 
making analysis 
This area of study focuses on choreography 
and performance of a solo dance work. 
 
Outcomes – On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
1. Analyse cultural influences in group 
structures to communicate expressive 
intention in prescribed group dance works. 
 
2. Choreograph, rehearse and perform a solo 
dance work that communicates expressive 
intention through manipulation of space, and 
analyse the processes used to choreograph 
rehearse and perform the work. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set outcomes and 
designated assessable tasks.  Levels of 
achievement will be determined by school 
assessed coursework and end of year 
examinations. 
 
 
  
 

 
Approximate Cost:   $50-00 Costumes 
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DRAMA 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS TAKING DR AMA 
All units of Drama require students to view performances; students should be aware that this often 
requires extra expense and time out of school hours.  Students are also required to occasionally do 
public performances outside of school hours which require full attendance.  A high level of 
commitment, self motivation and a positive and supportive attitude to group and individual work is 
essential for a VCE Drama student.  Cost $80-00 Costumes/Script 
Unit 1 
Dramatic Story Telling 
This unit focuses on creating, presenting and 
analysing a devised performance that 
includes real or imagined characters, based 
on personal, cultural and/or community 
experiences and stories. 
  
Areas of Study  
1. Creating a devised performance - 
This area of study focuses on using 
playmaking techniques to devise a solo 
and/or ensemble performance from personal 
or cultural stimulus material. 
2. Presenting a devised performance -  
This area of study focuses on presenting a 
devised solo and/or ensemble performance 
from personal or cultural stimulus material 
3. Analysing a devised performance – This 
area of study focuses on analysis of the 
students’ own performance work. 
4. Analysing drama performances 
presented by other practitioners – This 
area of study focuses on the analysis of 
professional practitioners. 
 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to - 
1. Use play making techniques to devise 
a solo and/or ensemble work based on 
stimulus material. 
2. Use expressive skills, theatrical 
conventions and stagecraft to perform stories 
and characters to an audience. 
3. Analyse the development and 
performance of work created for outcomes 1 
and 2. 
4. Identify and evaluate use of 
performance styles and theatrical 
conventions in a drama performance 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set of outcomes and 
assessable tasks included in the unit. 

 Unit 2 
Creating Australian Drama  
This unit focuses on the use of a range of 
stimulus material to create a performance 
based on a person, event, an issue, a place, 
an art work, a text and/or an icon from a 
contemporary or historical Australian 
context. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Using Australia as inspiration – This 
area of study focuses on the use of stimulus 
material to create a performance based on an 
Australian context. 
2. Presenting a devised performance – 
this area of study involves presenting 
devised performances to a live audience. 
3. Analysing a devised performance – 
this area of study focuses on analysis of the 
students’ own performance work completed 
for Outcomes 1 and 2. 
4. Analysing Australian Drama 
performance – this area of study focuses on 
analysis of a professional performance. 
 
Outcomes – On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to - 
1. Use a range of stimulus material to 
create a solo or ensemble work, together 
with documenting its development. 
2. Demonstrate the effective use and 
manipulation of dramatic and stagecraft 
elements and theatrical conventions in a 
performance work. 
3. Analyse and evaluate the creation, 
development and characters portrayal in own 
performance. 
4. Identify use of theatrical conventions 
and evaluate dramatic elements used in a 
drama performance. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set of outcomes and 
assessable tasks included in the unit. 
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Unit 3 
Ensemble Performance 
This unit focuses on non-naturalism in 
dramatic form a diverse range of 
contemporary and/or cultural performance 
traditions.  Non-naturalistic performance 
styles and associated theatrical conventions 
are explored in the creation, development 
and presentation of an ensemble 
performance. 
  
Areas of Study and Outcomes 
1. Creating and presenting ensemble 
performance – this area of study explores 
non-naturalistic dramatic form through the 
creation of an ensemble performance 
drawing on contemporary/cultural traditions. 
2. Responding to ensemble 
performances – this area of study focuses 
on the analysis of an ensemble performance. 
3. Analysing non-naturalistic 
performance – this area of study focuses on 
an analysis of a non-naturalistic performance 
selected from the “VCE Unit 3 Drama 
Playlist”. 
 
Outcomes – On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to : 
1. Develop and present character/s within 
a non-naturalistic ensemble performance 
2. Analyse play making techniques used 
to construct and present the ensemble work 
from Outcome 1 
3. Analyse and evaluate a prescribed 
non-naturalistic performance 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set outcomes and 
designated assessable tasks.  Levels of 
achievement are based on school-assessed 
coursework and an end-of-year exam. 

 Unit 4 
Solo Performance 
This unit focuses on the use of stimulus 
material and resources from a variety of 
sources to create and develop character/s 
within a solo performance. 
 
Areas of Study  
1. Process used to create a solo 
performance – this area of study focuses on 
processes used to create, present and 
document a short solo performance. 
2. Creating a solo performance – this 
area of study focuses on the making and 
developing of a solo performance drawing 
from historical, cultural and social contexts. 
3. Analysing a solo performance – this 
area of study focuses on the analysis and 
evaluation of the creative processes used in 
the creation, development and presentation 
of a solo performance. 
 
Outcomes- On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
1. Create and present a short solo 
performance based on stimulus material. 
2. Create, develop and perform a 
character/s within a solo performance. 
3. Describe, analyse and evaluate the 
creation, development and presentation of a 
solo performance. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on satisfactory 
completion of the set outcomes and 
designated assessable tasks. Levels of 
achievement will/are determined by school-
assessed coursework and two end-of-year 
examinations.  
 
 

 
 
CAREER OPTIONS 
Drama is a subject that promotes skills such as: co-operative work, public speaking, creative thinking 
and inter-personal skills which can enhance job skills in a variety of ways.  It is preferred for any 
occupation that requires contact with the public such as: hospitality, customer service, public relations, 
social work.  Also media work such as: theatre technicians, sound engineering, acting, writing, 
advertising, production assistant and a host of entertainment industry positions. 
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ECONOMICS 

 
General Statement 
A study of Economics will help students to become informed global citizens, able to discern 
economically and socially responsible decisions. Economic events, issues and controversies are often 
reported in the media.  Learning about economics will assist students in their every day lives as it helps 
them to be more informed citizens, consumers, workers, voters, producers, savers and investors. 
 
 
Unit 1 
The Australian Economy 
A market system - analysis of economic 
concepts and influences on economic 
decision-making through a case study 
approach. 
 
Economic issues and the Australian 
Economy – through consideration of 
contemporary issues students will develop 
knowledge on economic decision making by 
individuals, groups, businesses and 
governments and related impact on living 
standards and economic stability 
 
 Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
 1. Explain how markets work and how 
economic decisions are made in the 
Australian economy, and be able to apply 
economic decision-making and to solve 
economic problems. 
2.   Analyse contemporary Australian 
economic issues using the tools and methods 
of economics and describe the changing 
nature of economic issues in Australia. 
Assessment Tasks 
A selection of tasks from the following:- 
written analysis, folio, problem solving 
tasks, report, case studies, debate, essay, 
presentation, simulations, tests. 
 

 Unit 2 
Australia and the Global Economy 
 
Australia’s External Relationships – an 
exploration of the key economic concepts, 
principles, theories and models which apply 
to Australia’s economic relationships with 
the rest of the world and through a study of 
one of our trading partners. 
Economic Globalisation – use of economic 
principles, models, and methods of inquiry 
to explore the meaning of globalisation and 
the social, environmental and ethical 
dimensions of economic decision making in 
a global context through the context of a 
multinational corporation. 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
1. Explain the operation of the Australian 
economy in the global context and the 
operation of the  economy of one of 
Australia’s trading partners. 
2. Explain reasons for the emergence of 
globalisation and evaluate the impact of 
globalisation on the nature and performance 
of the Australian economy on other 
economies 
Assessment Tasks 
A selection of tasks from the following:- 
written analysis, folio, problem solving 
tasks, report, case studies, debate, essay, 
presentation, simulations, tests. 
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Unit 3 
Economic Activity and Objectives 
Description of Unit 
Economic Activity in Australia – develop 
an understanding of market operation in the 
Australian economy; microeconomics and 
macroeconomics and demand and supply 
influences on economic activity. 
 
Economic Objectives and Performance in 
Australia – the significance of economic 
goals to economic well being for the 
Australian economy and gauging the 
performance of the Australian economy. 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
Explain the operation of the market 
mechanism and the extent to which it 
operates freely in Australia, and analyse the 
factors that affect the nature and level of 
economic activity. 
Describe the trend, and examine the factors 
affecting the trend, in the performance of the 
Australian economy over the past decade in 
terms of the Australian Government’s 
objectives. 
Assessment Tasks 
School assessed coursework selected from 
the following:- folio, essay, report, test and 
an end of year examination. 
 

 Unit 4 
Economic Management 
 
Description of Unit 
The nature, operation and evaluation of 
macroeconomic policies - budgetary and 
monetary policies to achieve economic 
objectives 
 
The nature, operation and evaluation of 
microeconomic reform policies – based on 
the supply side of the economy aimed at 
improving efficiency and competitiveness of 
Australian firms, industries and markets. 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
Explain the nature and operation of 
government macroeconomic policy and 
evaluate its effectiveness in terms of 
achieving the Australian Government’s 
economic objectives over the past decade. 
Explain the operation and nature of 
government microeconomic reform policies, 
evaluate the effectiveness of these policies 
in achieving objectives over the past decade 
and analyse the current government policy 
mix. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
School assessed coursework selected from 
the following:- essay, written report, 
problem solving exercises, test, media 
evaluation and an end of year examination. 
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ENGLISH 

Foundation English 
 
This course is designed as a bridging course for students who need additional time and assistance to 
strengthen and refine their literacy skills to support their study in VCE English 1-4 and other VCE 
studies.  
 
Unit 1  
 
Areas of Study 
Unit 1: Essentials of English (Part 1) 
 
Additional areas of study (for this unit) may 
be chosen from the following: 
 
Study of texts (Semester 1) 
The analysis and construction of argument 
(Semester 2) 
 
It is envisaged that upon successful 
completion of Foundation English students 
would proceed to Units 1-4 English. 

 Unit 2 
Areas of Study 
Unit 2:  Essentials of English (Part 2) 
 
Additional areas of study (for both units) 
may be chosen from the following: 
 
Study of texts (Semester 1) 
The analysis and construction of argument 
(Semester 2) 
 
It is envisaged that upon successful 
completion of Foundation English students 
would proceed to Units 1-4 English. 
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ENGLISH 

Units 1 & 2 
 
These units involve students in extending their language skills through developing the capacity to 
speak and write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences in a variety of ways.  Students will 
cover 3 areas of study, each of which has specific coursework and outcomes, which must be completed 
to receive satisfactory assessment. 
Areas of Study 
1.   Reading and Responding – where 
students will study set texts 
2.   Creating and Presenting – where 
students will write for different purposes and 
audiences. 
3.   Using Language to persuade – where 
students will identify logical appeals and  
produce reasoned arguments. 
 
Unit One 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and discuss key 
aspects of a set text, and to construct a 
response in oral or written form. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to create and present texts 
taking account of audience, purpose and 
context. 
Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and discuss, either 
in writing and/or orally, how language can 
be used to persuade readers and /or viewers. 
 

  
Unit Two 
 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to discuss and analyse how 
texts convey way of thinking about the 
characters, ideas and themes, and construct a 
response in oral or written form. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to create and present texts 
taking account of audience, purpose and 
context. 
Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and analyse how 
language is used in a persuasive text and to 
present a reasoned point of view in an oral 
or a written form. 
Students will also complete an exam as an 
achievement test as a part of each unit. 
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ENGLISH 
Units 3 & 4 
These units extend language skills introduced in the previous units.   Students will study the same areas 
of study, but must complete a different set of school-assessed outcomes. 
 
Unit 3 
The focus of this unit is on reading and 
responding both orally and in writing to a 
range of texts.  Students analyse how the 
authors of texts create meaning and the 
different way in which texts can be 
interpreted.  They develop competence in 
creating written texts by exploring ideas 
suggested by their reading within the chosen 
Context, and the ability to explain choices 
they have made as authors.  A list of 
prescribed Contexts will be published 
annually in the VCAA Bulletin. 
 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse, either orally or in 
writing, how a selected text constructs 
meaning, conveys ideas and values, and is 
open to a range of interpretations. 
 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to draw on ideas and/or 
arguments suggested by a chosen Context to 
create written texts for a specified audience 
and purpose; and to discuss and analyse in 
writing, their decisions about form, purpose, 
language, audience and context. 
 
Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse the use of language 
in texts that present a point of view on an 
issue currently debated I the Australian 
media, and to construct, orally or in writing, 
a sustained and reasoned point of view on 
the selected issue. 
 

 Unit 4 
The focus of this unit is on reading and 
responding in writing to a range of texts in 
order to analyse their construction and 
provide an interpretation.  Students create 
written or multimodal texts suggested by 
their reading within the chosen Context and 
explain creative choices they have made as 
authors in relation to form, purpose, 
language, audience and context. 
 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to develop and justify a 
detailed interpretation of a selected text. 
 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to draw on ideas and/or 
arguments suggested by a chosen Context to 
create written texts for a specified audience 
and purpose; and to discuss and analyse in 
writing their decisions about form, purpose, 
language, audience and context. 
 
 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
School Assessed Course work (unit 3): 25% 
School Assessed Course work (unit 4): 25% 
Examination (November): 50% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHO DO I TALK TO ABOUT THIS? 

���
����	���
 �



72 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Environmental Science provides the opportunity for students to understand the structure, function and 
diversity of natural ecosystems on this planet and evaluate the impacts of human activities on them.  
Students examine strategies to maintain and protect the ecological health of the environment while 
meeting the needs and desire of human populations. 
 
Environmental Science investigates the interactions between natural and human systems.  This study 
examines the application of environmental science to ecologically sustainable development and 
environmental management.   Students should understand the values and attitudes that underpin 
environmental decisions and reflect on effective ways for modifying behaviour of individuals and 
groups for positive environmental outcomes. 
 
Unit 1  
The environment - focuses on the 
environment and its components; the 
function of ecosystems and the interactions 
in and between their ecological components. 
 
Areas of Study 
Ecological components and interaction 
Environmental change 
Ecosystems 
 
Outcomes:  
Identification and description of the 
components and natural processes within the 
environment. 
Analysis of a human-induced environmental 
change and the options for remediation. 
An explanation of the flow of energy, 
nutrient exchange and environmental 
changes in ecosystems. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Fieldwork and reports 
Oral presentations 
Practical activities 
Practical reports 
Multimedia presentations 
Tests      
 

 Unit 2 
Monitoring the environment – focuses on 
the characteristics of environmental 
indicators and their use in monitoring 
programs. 
 
Areas of Study   
Environmental indicators 
Using environmental indicators 
 
Outcomes: 
1.  An explanation of environmental 
    indicators for pollution and ecological  
    health of  ecosystems. 
2. An investigation and report on a local 
    example of environmental degradation or 
    environmental issue, using an appropriate 
    monitoring program. 
3. An analysis of the scientific basis and use 
   of standards for environmental indicators 
   for pollution control and ecological health 
   of ecosystems. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Fieldwork and reports 
Oral presentations 
Practical activities 
Practical reports 
Multimedia presentations 
Tests 
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Unit 3 
 
Ecological issues: energy and biodiversity- 
focuses on two major ecological issues, 
which provide challenges for the present and 
the future.  The consequences on the 
atmosphere of natural and enhanced 
greenhouse effects, and issues of 
biodiversity and its significance in 
sustaining ecological integrity. 
 
Areas of Study 
Energy and global warming 
Diversity in the biosphere 
 
Outcomes:    
Description of the principles of energy and 
relate them to the contribution of one fossil 
and one non-fossil fuel energy source to the 
enhanced greenhouse effect. 
Description of the characteristics of 
biodiversity and evaluation of strategies to 
reduce the effects of threatening processes 
on one selected endangered animal. 
Analysis of scientific data as applied to the 
assessment of environmental risk in ensuring 
biodiversity. 
 
Assessment Tasks: 
Outcome 1  Two Assessments tasks 
 A written report on a practical activity 
 A presentation in annotated poster or 
multimedia format 
Outcome 2  A report on one selected 
endangered animal (student choice of 
format) 
Outcome 3  A report on data collected 
from fieldwork or other studies 
 
 
 
 

  
Unit 4 
 
Ecological sustainability: focuses on 
pollution and its relationship to the health of 
humans and the environment.  It advances 
further understanding of managing the 
environment to ensure development meets 
human needs while maintaining ecological 
integrity of the environment. 
 
Areas of Study 
Pollution and health 
Applied environmental science 
 
Outcomes:  
Description of the characteristics of 
pollutants, and evaluation of management 
options for reducing the risk of a pollutant 
affecting the health of the environment and 
humans. 
Using the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development and environmental 
management to evaluate a selected 
environmental science project. 
 
Assessment Tasks: 
Outcome 1  Two Assessments tasks 
 A report on the findings of selected 
fieldwork or practical activities relating to 
pollutants 
 An evaluation of management 
strategies based on primary and / or 
secondary data 
Outcome 2  Two assessment tasks 
 A test or report 
 A report or plan on environmental 
management 
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FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
ALL STUDENTS IN TECHNOLOGY CLASSES MUST WEAR LEATHE R UPPER SHOES 
Unit 1 
 
Properties of Food 
This unit introduces students to the diverse 
nature of food – how to prepare and store it 
for the best quality in terms of safety, health 
and visual appearance. 
Students look at links between how foods 
are classified, their properties and functions 
in food preparation.  Different cooking 
methods are studied and their effects on the 
physical and chemical properties of food. 
 
Areas of Study 
Keeping food safe 
Food properties and preparation  
      
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Implement safe and hygienic work practices. 
Analyse hygiene and safety risk points in 
food preparation. 
Understand the following aspects of key 
foods – nutrient value, sensory and physical 
properties and functional properties. 
  
Assessment tasks for this unit could 
include: 
Records of production  
Tests 
Practical tests 
Short written reports 
Oral reports 
Production work 
Response to a design brief 
 

 Unit 2 
 
Planning and Preparation of Food 
Using tools and equipment and a variety of 
cooking methods, students research and 
analyse the most suitable ways of preparing 
foods to maximise their sensory, physical 
and chemical properties. 
Students will also use design briefs to 
prepare appropriate food for “clients” with 
reference to a range of nutritional 
considerations, cultural beliefs and resource 
availability. 
 
Areas of Study 
Food preparation processes. 
Planning in food preparation 
      
Outcomes - On completion of this unit 
student should be able to: 
Use tools, equipment and food preparation 
techniques to optimise the sensory and 
chemical properties of food. 
Analyse technological developments in 
cookware. 
Plan, prepare and evaluate meals for a range 
of nutritional, social, cultural and resource 
related situations. 
 
 
Assessment tasks for this unit could 
include: 
Records of production  
Tests 
Practical tests 
Short written reports 
Oral reports 
Production work 
Response to a design brief 
 

Approximate Cost:  $70-00 per year 
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Unit 3 
Food Preparation, Processing and Food 
Controls 
Students analyse the functions of natural 
components in key foods, investigate 
cooking techniques and develop an 
understanding of how to prevent food 
spoilage and food contamination.  They 
investigate relevant regulations and apply 
safe work practices while preparing food. 
Students write a design brief and develop 
this into a design plan.  The development of 
this plan extends to Unit 4 where a set of 
food items will be produced to meet the 
design brief. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Food Preparation and Processing 
2. Maintaining Food Safety in Australia 
3. Developing a Design Plan Folio 
    
 
Outcomes  
Students should be able to analyse food 
preparation and processing techniques for 
key foods by understanding the natural 
components in foods, primary and secondary 
processing techniques used on food, 
preservation methods to prevent food 
spoilage and food manufacturing systems 
used in a commercial setting. 
Students should have knowledge of food 
standards in Australia, causes of food 
spoilage and contamination and be able to 
apply the principles of HACCP. 
 
Assessment  
Coursework for outcomes 1 & 2 could be 
assessed as any one or a combination of: 
Production activities 
A report 
An essay 
A test 
Production portfolio 
Outcome 3: Students must present evidence 
of the development of a design plan folio. 
  

 Unit 4 
Food Product Development and 
Emerging Trends 
Students work independently to complete 
the implementation of the design plan 
established in Unit 3. 
During the process students apply food 
safety and hygiene guidelines and evaluate 
the product planning and processes. 
This unit also looks at food product 
development, packaging, marketing and 
emerging trends.  Environmental and 
technological considerations are also 
investigated. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Implementing a design plan 
2. Product development 
3. New and emerging food trends 
 
 
Outcomes 
 
1. Students will implement the design plan 
    to prepare a set of 5-8 food items and 
   evaluate the product against requirements 
    of the design brief developed in Unit 3. 
2.  Analysis of factors that relate to the 
    development of new food products, and 
     purposes of packaging and marketing. 
Investigation of the impact of technologies 
on food production, and the impact of food 
production on the environment. 
 
Assessment 
Outcome 1: 
Is the School Assessed Task – 40% of the 
end of year mark 
Outcome 2 & 3: 
Coursework could be assessed as any one or 
a combination of: 
Production activities 
A report 
An essay 
A test 
Production portfolio 

Approximate Cost:  $70-00 per year 
 
Contributions to final assessment 
School-assessed coursework for Unit 3: 15 % 
School-assessed coursework for Unit 4: 15 % 
School-assessed task for Unit 3 & 4: 40 % 
End of Year Exam (Covers Units 3 & 4): 30 % 
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FRENCH 

 
The study of VCE French is designed to enable students to: 
Use French to communicate with others 
Understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which French is used 
Understand their own culture through the study of other cultures 
Understand language as a system 
Make connections between French and English 
Apply French to work, further study, training or leisure 
 
Areas of Study 
The areas of study for French comprise themes and topics, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar. 
 
Unit 1 
 
Outcomes 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to: 
Establish and maintain a spoken or written 
exchange related to personal areas of 
experience. 
Listen to, read and obtain information from 
written and spoken texts. 
Produce a personal response to a text 
focusing on real or imaginary experience. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the following 
tasks: 
An informal conversation or a reply to a 
personal letter/fax/e-mail 
Listening to spoken texts to obtain 
information to complete notes/charts in 
French or English 
Reading written texts to obtain information 
to complete notes/charts in French or 
English. 
An oral presentation or review or article. 
 

 Unit 2 
 
Outcomes 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to: 
Participate in a spoken or written exchange 
related to making arrangements and 
completing transactions. 
Listen to, read, extract and use information 
and ideas from spoken and written texts. 
Give expression to real or imaginary 
experience in written or spoken form. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the following 
tasks: 
A formal letter or e-mail or fax or role play 
or interview 
Listening to spoken texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text type 
Reading written texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text type 
Journal entry or personal account or short 
story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO DO I TALK TO ABOUT THIS? 
 

��������#�
�



77 
 

 
 
 
Unit 3 
 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Express ideas through the production of 
original texts. 
Analyse and use information from spoken 
texts. 
Exchange information, opinions and 
experiences. 
Assessment: 
The VCAA will supervise the assessment of 
all students undertaking Units 3 and 4.  In 
French the student’s level of achievement 
will be determined by school assessed 
coursework and two end of year exams. 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework 25% 
Unit 4 school assessed coursework 25% 
Examinations * Oral component 12.5% 
     Written component 37.5% 
   *(A single grade is awarded) 
 
Costs:   $50.00 (approximately) excursions 
(subject to numbers of students) 
  
 

 Unit 4 
 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Analyse and use information from written 
texts 
Respond critically to spoken and written 
texts which reflect aspects of the language 
and culture of French-speaking communities 
Assessment - Detailed Study: 
The student is required to undertake a 
Detailed Study during Units 3 and 4.  The 
Student will be expected to discuss their 
Detailed Study in the Oral Exam Section 2. 
 
Approximately 15 hours of class time will 
be devoted to the Detailed Study and 15 
hours homework. 
 
At least one and no more than two 
assessment tasks will focus on the Detailed 
Study. 
 
Costs:   $50.00 (approximately) excursions 
(subject to numbers of students) 
 

 
Languages and Careers 
There are virtually no professions today where the knowledge of a second language would not be an 
asset. Competent bilinguals are needed in EVERY sector of professional activity from teaching to 
tourism, business to engineering, from medicine to social work, journalism, chefs, nursing, law, 
architecture etc.  
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3.  Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to 
undertaking Unit 4. 
 
Unit 1 Natural Environments 
This unit investigates the geographic 
characteristics of natural environments, for 
example, location, climate, soils, vegetation 
and the natural processes, which create and 
change landforms.  Human impact on the 
natural environment is also analysed.  
Coasts, mountains, volcanoes, tropical 
rainforests are possible areas of study. 
 
Outcomes 
1. To describe the geographic characteristics 
of at least two natural environments and 
explain how they are developed by natural 
processes. 
2. To analyse and explain the changes in 
natural environments due to natural 
processes and human activity. 
 
Assessment tasks will include 
Recording and reporting on data collected in 
the field 
Data processing and presentations - maps, 
graphs, annotated visual display 
Research report 
Written responses to questions 
Examination 
 
Cost:   Approximately $100 (Overnight 
excursion to Phillip Island) 
 

 Unit 2 Human Environments 
 
This unit investigates the geographic 
characteristics of rural (country) and urban 
(town) environments, their interactions with 
the natural environment, the changes that 
occur and how these landscapes are 
managed by governments, organisations and 
individuals.  Environments both within 
Australia and overseas will be investigated. 
 
Outcomes 
1. To describe and explain the 
geographic characteristics of different types 
of rural and urban environments.  
2. To analyse and explain changes due to 
human activities in rural and urban 
environments. 
 
Assessment tasks will include 
Recording and reporting on data collected in 
the field 
Data processing and presentations - maps, 
graphs, annotated visual displays  
Research report 
Written responses to questions 
Examination 
 
Cost:   Approximately $25 fieldwork 
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Unit 3 Regional Resources 
 
This unit investigates the characteristics of 
resources at a regional and local scale.  The 
regional resource is water in the Murray 
Darling basin region and students will use 
fieldwork to investigate a local resource.  
Students study the management of resources 
by government and other organisations to 
meet competing demands and to ensure their 
future sustainability. 
 
Outcomes 
1. To analyse the use and management of 
water within the Murray – Darling Basin 
region and evaluate its future sustainability. 
To describe characteristics of a local 
resource and justify a policy for its future 
use and management using data collected in 
the field. 
 
Assessment Tasks: 
Outcome 1: Any one or a combination of 
data analysis, report questions, test. 
Outcome 2: Fieldwork report. 
 
Cost:   Approximately $25 fieldwork 
 

 Unit 4 Global Perspectives 
 
This unit investigates the geographic 
characteristics of global phenomena and 
responses to them.  Global phenomena are 
major natural or human events or processes 
that possess the capacity to affect the globe 
or significant parts of it and require more 
than a local or national response. Examples 
include tectonic processes, climate change, 
El Nino, the global spread of human 
activities such as urbanization, international 
tourism and the spread of 
telecommunications. This unit considers the 
causes and impacts of global changes and 
analyses policies and strategies to enable a 
better world in the future. 
 
Outcomes 
1. To evaluate the relative importance of 
factors that affect changes in human 
population and one other selected global 
phenomenon.  
2. To compare and evaluate the 
effectiveness of responses and policies to 
manage a global phenomenon from a global 
perspective. 
 
 
Assessment Tasks: 
Any one or a combination of data analysis, 
case study, essays, questions, test. 
 
 
 

 
School Assessed Coursework Unit 3  25%  
School Assessed Coursework Unit 4  25%  
End of year exam (50%) 
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HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

The central focus of the Health and Human Development study is to examine the factors that promote 
wellbeing in individuals, families and communities. This study aims to develop an understanding of the 
relationship between health and human development. It explores the physical, social and emotional aspects of 
health and development, beginning with the individual and progressing to family, community and an 
international perspective. This study recognises that health and development are influenced by lifestyle, 
environment, heredity and access to health services and the interaction between them.   
 

Unit 1 
Youth health and development - This unit 
examines the transition from childhood to 
adulthood.  It examines the foundations for 
optimal health for youth.  This unit provides an 
opportunity for students to explore the physical, 
social, emotional and intellectual changes that 
occur and the inherited and environmental factors 
that influence health and development. 
Areas of Study 
1. Understanding health and development 
This area provides students with an 
understanding of the concepts of health and 
development. Students will be made aware of the 
interrelationship between different environments 
and health and development. 
2. Transition to adulthood 
This area examines the many physical, social, 
emotional and intellectual changes that occur as a 
child moves from being a dependent person to an 
independent adult. 
 3.  Challenges for youth 
This area focuses on a range of challenges to 
health and development.  Challenges for study 
include sexual and reproductive health, 
interpersonal relationships, drug use, living 
independently, mental health, and road safety. 
 
Outcomes - For this unit students are required to 
demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. 
 
Assessment 
Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 
and 3 must be based on the student's performance 
on a selection of tasks: 
Case study analysis 
Data analysis 
Multi – media presentation 
An oral presentation 
A test 
A written response 

 Unit 2 
Individual and Community health and 
development - In this unit, students explore the 
requirements for optimal health and development 
throughout childhood and adulthood and 
investigate inequitable health and development 
outcomes that can occur as a result of social and 
environmental factors.  Students will also examine 
the organisation and delivery of health care in 
Australia and critically evaluate its effectiveness 
in promoting health and development for all 
Australians. 
Area of Study 
1. Health and development of young 
Australians 
This area examines the role of families, 
community agencies and preventative health 
programs in promoting and optimising the health 
and development of all young Australians. 
2. Adult health and development 
This area examines the requirements for optimal 
health and development throughout adulthood and 
investigates inequities in health and 
developmental outcomes for adults in Australia. 
3.  Health care in Australia 
This area focuses on the organisation and delivery 
of health care in Australia.  The health care 
system includes rehabilitation, illness prevention 
and health promotion together with the treatment 
of illness.   
Outcomes - For this unit students are required to 
demonstrate achievement of three outcomes.  
Assessment 
Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 
and 3 must be based on student's performance on a 
selection of tasks: 
Case study analysis 
Data analysis 
Multi-media presentation 
An oral presentation 
A test 
A written response 
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Unit 3 
Nutrition, health and development 
This unit examines the transition from 
childhood to adulthood.  It examines the 
foundations for optimal health for youth.  
This unit provides an opportunity for 
students to explore the physical, social, 
emotional and intellectual changes that 
occur and the inherited and environmental 
factors that influence health and 
development. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Understanding Australia's health 
In this area of study students will develop an 
understanding of the health status of 
Australians by investigating the burden of 
disease, researching the health of population 
groups in Australia and accounting for 
inequities in health status.  The emphasis 
will be on nutrition and food intake and the 
role of nutrition in public health. 
 
2.  Promoting health in Australia 
In this area, students will study the changes 
in public health that have occurred as a 
result of changes in understanding about 
health and in health needs over time.  
Students will explore government and non- 
government initiatives designed to promote 
health and development. 
   
Outcomes - For this unit students are 
required to demonstrate achievement of both 
outcomes.  
Assessment 
The student's level of achievement in Unit 3 
will be determined by school-assessed 
coursework and an end-of-year examination.  
School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will 
contribute 25 per cent of the study score.  
Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 
1 and 2 must be based on student’s 
performance on a selection of three tasks. 
 
 

 Unit 4 
Global health and development 
This unit enables students to examine the 
developmental changes that occur as 
individuals move through the lifespan and 
explore inherited factors that determine 
developmental potential.  Students will 
analyse the impact of a range of 
environmental factors that contribute to 
variation in health and developmental 
outcomes both between and within 
industrialised and developing counties. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Development across the lifespan 
This area provides students with an 
understanding of the concepts of health and 
development.  Students will be made aware 
of the interrelationship between different 
environments and health and development. 
 
2. Promoting health and development 
globally 
This area examines the burden of diseases in 
developing countries and in Australia, 
analyses the reasons for the differences and 
similarities between the health status of 
developing countries and that of Australia 
and evaluates strategies to optimise growth 
and development. 
 
Outcomes - For this unit students are 
required to demonstrate achievement of two 
outcomes.   
 
Assessment  
The student's level of achievement in Unit 4 
will be determined by school-assessed 
coursework and end of year examination.  
School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will 
contribute 25 per cent of the study score.  
Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 
1 and 2 must be based on student’s 
performance on a selection of two tasks 
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HISTORY - TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY 

With the study of history students learn about their shared past, and the people, ideas and events that 
have created present societies and cultures.  The Twentieth Century saw some of the most dramatic, 
exciting and terrifying events and changes we have ever known.  Great wars were fought, societies 
were changing quickly and powerful leaders like Hitler and Stalin came and went.  Experience, 
understand and enjoy! 
 
 
Unit 1: 1900-1945  
This unit explores the momentous conflicts 
that changed the “old order”.  Major topics 
include: Colonialism and Monarchy, World 
War I, the Roaring Twenties, The Great 
Depression, Communism and Fascism, and 
World War II. 
 
Outcomes 
1. World War 1 and the Treaty of 
   Versailles (test) 
2. All Quiet on the Western Front – how     
politics is represented in film (review) 
The Russian Revolution and Communism 
   (essay) 
  
Unit 1 concludes with an exam focussing on 
Mussolini, Hitler and the rise of Fascism  
and the major events of World War II. 
 

 Unit 2: 1945 – 1990 
This unit investigates the post WWII world, 
with an emphasis on the “Cold War” and the 
emergence of two superpowers, the USA 
and USSR. 
 
 
Outcomes 
1. The Cold War, 1945 – 1960 A 
research task exploring the key people, 
events and technological developments that 
affected Australia and the rest of the world. 
2. The Cuban Missile Crisis An essay 
answering the question how close did the 
world come to nuclear destruction? 
3. The Sixties How revolution, rebellion and 
popular culture came together to influence 
an entire generation. 
 
Unit 2 concludes with an exam focussing on 
how America and Australia came to be 
fighting in Vietnam, and how the “Cold 
War” ended in 1989 
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REVOLUTIONS Units 3 & 4  

 
 
This course looks at two famous revolutions that changed the world forever, the Bloody French and 
Russian Revolutions.  Revolutions involve destruction and construction, civil war and counter-
revolution. Revolutionary governments promote new and radical ideas, attack the foundations of the 
established society and often resort to armed force, and policies of terror and repression. 
 
Unit 3 
This part of the course focuses on the French 
Revolution from the decline of the monarchy 
in the 1780’s to the Directory in 1795 and 
encompasses the outbreak of revolution in 
1789 and the Terror in 1793 to 1794.  
 
Outcomes 
Evaluation of the role of ideas; leaders, 
movements and events in the development 
of the revolution. 
 
Analysis of the challenges facing the new 
order and the way in which attempts were 
made to create a new society, and evaluate 
the nature of the society created by the 
revolution. 
 
 
Assessment Task:  Essay and analytical 
exercise. 

 Unit 4 
This unite covers the Russian revolution 
from late 1800’s to the Death of Lenin and 
covering the crisis of 1917, the Civil War 
and the creation of the Communist State. 
 
Outcomes 
1.  Evaluation of the role of ideas, leaders, 
movements and events in the development 
of the revolution. 
 
2.  Analysis of the challenges facing the new 
order and the way in which attempts were 
made to create a new society, and evaluate 
the nature of the society created by the 
revolution. 
 
Assessment Task:  Research task and 
historiography. 
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INDONESIAN 

 
VCE Indonesian focuses on language for communication, socio-cultural understanding and language as 
structure. Students will be expected to complete a number of tasks and exams, which must be 
completed under supervision in class time. There will be a strong emphasis on independent work. 
Areas of study included in Units 1 to 4 of VCE Indonesian are themes and topics, grammar, text types, 
vocabulary and kinds of writing. 
Unit 1 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Establish and maintain a spoken or written 
exchange related to personal areas of 
experience. 
Listen to, read and obtain information from 
written and spoken texts. 
Produce a personal response to a text 
focusing on real or imaginary experience. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Assessment will be based on the following 
tasks: 
An informal conversation or a reply to a 
personal letter/fax/e-mail 
Listening to spoken texts to obtain 
information to complete notes/charts in 
Indonesian or English 
Reading written texts to obtain information 
to complete notes/charts in Indonesian or 
English. 
An oral presentation or review or article. 
 

 Unit 2 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Participate in a spoken or written exchange 
related to making arrangements and 
completing transactions. 
Listen to, read, extract and use information 
and ideas from spoken and written texts. 
Give expression to real or imaginary 
experience in written or spoken form. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Assessment will be based on the following 
tasks: 
 
A role play or interview 
Listening to spoken texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text type 
Reading written texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text type 
Journal entry or personal account or short 
story. 
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Unit 3 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Express ideas through the production of 
original texts. 
Analyse and use information from spoken 
texts. 
Exchange information, opinions and 
experiences. 
 
Assessment of levels of achievement 
The student's level of achievement for Unit 3 
will be determined by school-assessed 
course work. 
 
Contributions to final assessment 
School-assessed coursework from Unit 3 
will contribute 25 % to the final assessment 

  
Unit 4 
Outcomes - On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to: 
Analyse and use information from written 
texts. 
Respond critically to spoken and written 
texts, which reflect aspects of the language 
and culture of Indonesian-speaking 
communities. 
 
Assessment of levels of achievement 
The student's level of achievement for Unit 4 
will be determined by school-assessed course 
work and two end-of-year examinations. 
 
Contributions to final assessment 
School-assessed coursework from Unit 4 will 
contribute 25% of the final assessment.  The 
level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will 
also be assessed by two end-of-year 
examinations, which will contribute 50% to 
the final assessment.  These examinations are 
an oral examination and a written 
examination. 
 

Costs: An excursion may be offered throughout the course  
 
 
Languages and Careers 
There are virtually no professions today where the knowledge of a second language would not be an 
asset. Competent bilinguals are needed in EVERY sector of professional activity from teaching to 
tourism, business to engineering, from medicine to social work, journalism, chefs, nursing, law, 
architecture etc.  
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Rational 
This study focuses on the processing of data and the management of information and information 
systems to meet a range of individual and societal purposes.  With appropriate knowledge and skills, 
students will be equipped to make use of ICT and make informed personal and workplace choices 
about future developments and directions in this exciting and challenging field. Innovative approaches 
to the potential uses of ICT are developed, and students are encouraged to orient themselves towards 
the future, with an awareness of the implications of these uses. 
Structure - The study is made up of six units: 
Unit 1: IT in action     Unit 2: IT pathways 
Units 3 and 4: IT applications   Units 3 and 4: Software development 
Entry:  There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 
prior to undertaking Unit 4 
Unit 1: IT in action 
This unit focuses on how individuals use, 
and can be affected by, information and 
communication technology (ICT) in their 
daily lives. Students acquire and apply a 
range of knowledge and skills to create 
information that persuades, educates or 
entertains. They also explore how their lives 
are affected by ICT and strategies for 
influencing how ICT is applied. Students 
develop an understanding of the role 
technology plays in inputting, processing, 
storing and communicating data and 
information. 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to transform an existing 
printed information product into an on-
screen information product to meet a 
specific audience need, evaluate the success 
of this information product, and explain its 
likely impact on the audience’s skills or 
work practices. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be  able to solve an information 
problem by collecting data and using 
database management software to 
manipulate that data. 
 
Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to contribute collaboratively 
to the creation of an on-screen information 
product that presents an analysis of a 
contemporary ICT issue and substantiates a 
point of view. 

 Unit 2: IT pathways 
This unit focuses on how individuals and 
organisations, such as sporting clubs, 
charitable institutions, small businesses and 
government agencies use ICT. Students 
acquire and apply a range of knowledge and 
skills to create solutions and information 
products that meet personal and clients’ 
needs. They also examine how networked 
information systems are used within 
organisations. 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to demonstrate progression in 
the ability to use a programming or scripting 
language, record the learning progress 
electronically, and explain possible career 
pathways that require the use of the software 
skills. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to represent a networked 
information system within an organisation, 
and describe the way a specified set of data 
flows through the system, where it is stored, 
and where it is processed. 
Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to work collaboratively to 
design a solution and an information product 
for a client, taking into account client 
feedback, solve the information problem, 
and evaluate the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the solution and product. 
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IT APPLICATIONS 

 
Unit 3:  IT Applications 
Unit 3 focuses on how individuals or 
organisations use ICT to solve information 
problems and to participate actively in a 
society where use of ICT is commonplace. 
Students acquire and apply knowledge and 
skills in solving information problems to 
assist in decision-making and in managing 
tasks and timelines. 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to propose and apply 
project management and problem-solving 
strategies to produce a solution and an 
information product, using database 
management software, which meets the 
decision-making needs of a specific 
audience. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to design, create and evaluate 
a prototype website that meets an 
organisation’s needs of sharing knowledge 
and collaborative problem-solving within a 
virtual team environment, and explain the 
requirements of the networked information 
system that supports the use of this website. 
 

 Unit 4: IT Applications 
This unit focuses on how ICT is used by 
organisations to solve ongoing information 
problems and in the strategies to protect the 
integrity of data and security of information 
In this unit students explore how 
organisations manage the storage, 
communication and disposal of data and 
information in order to minimise threats to 
the integrity of data and security of 
information, and to optimise efficient 
information handling. 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to use spreadsheet 
software to solve an ongoing information 
problem, taking into account the 
information needs of an organisation, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of their 
problem-solving strategies. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the strategies used by an organisation to 
manage the storage, communication and 
disposal of data and information, and 
recommend improvements.- 
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SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 

 
Unit 3: Software Development 
Unit 3 focuses on the techniques and 
procedures for determining the ability of 
networked information systems to meet 
organisational needs and on how the 
development of purpose-designed software, 
using a programming language, helps fulfill 
these needs. Students explore the roles and 
functions of networked information systems, 
and the types of networks. They apply three 
phases of the waterfall model of the systems 
development life cycle (SDLC): analysis, 
design and development. They use this 
concept as the methodology for making 
changes to networked information systems. 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse an existing 
networked information system used in an 
organisation, and propose physical design 
specifications for a new or modified 
networked information system. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to produce a software module 
suitable for implementation on a portable 
computing device, in response to a design 
specification, verify its performance against 
this specification and explain how the 
program has taken into account an ethical 
dilemma or a legal obligation. 

 Unit 4: Software Development 
This unit focuses on techniques, procedures 
and strategies to develop, implement and 
evaluate proposed networked information 
systems.  Students explore the technical, 
human, procedural, economic and 
management factors that need to be 
considered when undertaking these phases 
of the systems development life cycle 
(SDLC). 
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to apply the stages of 
software development to produce purpose-
designed software that takes into account a 
networked information system objective and 
the needs of end-users. 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to propose and justify 
strategies for managing, developing, 
implementing and evaluating the 
introduction to an organisation of a 
networked information system that will 
operate in a global environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 
Satisfactory completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Individual school decision on levels of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will supervise the assessment of all students 
undertaking Units 3 and 4.  In Information Technology: IT Applications and Software Development 
student’s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed coursework and an end of year 
examination.  Percentage contributions to the study score in Information Technology: IT Applications 
and Software Development are as follows:- 
 
Unit 3  –   School Assessed Coursework - 25% 
Unit 4 – School Assessed Coursework  - 25% 
End of year examination   - 50% 
 
 



89 
 

 
 
 

JAPANESE 

 
VCE Japanese focuses on language for communication, socio-cultural understanding and language as structure.  
Students will be expected to complete a number of tasks and exams, which must be completed under 
supervision in class time.  There will be a strong emphasis on independent work. Units 1 to 4 of VCE Japanese 
are composed of areas of study that are common to all units.  These are themes and topics, grammar, text types, 
vocabulary and kinds of writing. 
 
Unit 1 
Outcomes:   
Establish and maintain a spoken or written 
exchange related to personal areas of 
experience. 
Listen to, read and obtain information from 
written and spoken texts. 
Produce a personal response to a text 
focusing on real or imaginary experience. 
 
Assessment: will be based on the following: 
An informal conversation or a reply to a 
personal letter/fax/e-mail 
Listening to spoken texts to obtain 
information to complete notes, charts and 
tables in Japanese or English 
Reading written texts to obtain information to 
complete notes/charts in Japanese or English. 
An oral presentation or review or article. 

 Unit 2 
Outcomes:   
Participate in a spoken or written exchange 
related to making arrangements and 
completing transactions. 
Listen to, read and extract and use 
information and ideas from spoken and 
written texts. 
Give expression to real or imaginary 
experience in written or spoken form. 
 
Assessment: will be based on the following: 
A formal letter, fax, email, role play or 
interview. 
Listening to spoken texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text  
type. 
Reading written texts and reorganising 
information and ideas in a different text  
type. 
Journal entry or personal account or short 
story. 

Unit 3 
Outcomes: 
Express ideas through the production of 
original texts. 
Analyse and use information from spoken 
texts. 
Exchange information, opinions and 
experiences. 
School assessed coursework from Unit 3 will 
contribute 25% to the final assessment.  

 Unit 4 
Outcomes: 
Analyse and use information from written 
texts 
Respond critically to spoken and written texts 
which reflect aspects of the language and 
culture of Japanese speaking communities. 
School-assessed coursework from Unit 4 will 
contribute 25% to the final assessment. 

Assessment: consists of the following tasks: 
Two 500ji to 600ji personal or imaginative written pieces. 
A response to specific questions, messages or instructions, extracting and using information requested. 
A three to four minute role-play and three to four minute interview  
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will also be assessed by two end-of-year examinations (an 
oral and a written), which will contribute 50% to the final assessment.  
Costs:   $40.00 (excursions) 
Languages and Careers 
There are virtually no professions today where the knowledge of a second language would not be an 
asset. Competent bilinguals are needed in EVERY sector of professional activity from teaching to 
tourism, business to engineering, from medicine to social work, journalism, chefs, nursing, law, 
architecture etc.  
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LEGAL STUDIES 

General Statement 
Legal Studies provides students with an analytical evaluation of the processes of law making and 
dispute resolution.  An understanding is developed of the impact our system of law has on the lives of 
Australians.  Students learn about basic legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Unit 1 
CRIMINAL LAW AND JUSTICE 
Criminal Law  – An investigation of the 
importance of criminal law and criminal 
liability.   The role of police in criminal law 
and procedures in a trial are studied. 
Criminal sanctions and the fairness and 
effectiveness of penalties are explored. 
The Court Room – The Victorian Court 
Hierarchy, personnel and the adversary 
system of trial are explored.  The jury 
system and difficulties in accessing the legal 
system are studied. 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
Explain the principles of criminal law and 
apply them to one or more cases to justify a 
decision. 
Evaluate the processes for the resolution of 
criminal disputes and analyse the capacity of 
these processes to achieve justice. 
Assessment Tasks 
Selected from the following 
Structured assignment; mock court or role 
play; folio and report; case study; test; 
annotated visual display; report (written, 
visual, oral and multimedia) 
 

 Unit 2 
 
CIVIL LAW AND THE LAW IN FOCUS  
Unit 2 focuses on effective resolution of 
civil disputes, the processes and procedures 
involved in civil litigation and defences to 
civil claims.  As well as court procedures to 
solve 
 disputes, alternative avenues of dispute 
resolution and their effectiveness are 
examined.  Specific areas of law are 
explored. 
 
Outcomes -  Students should be able to:- 
Explain the principles of civil law and be 
able to apply them to one or   more cases to 
justify a decision. 
 Evaluate the processes for the resolution of 
civil disputes and analyse the capacity of 
these processes to achieve justice. 
Analyse contemporary Australian law and 
assess its ability to reconcile and reflect 
conflicting attitudes in order to meet the 
needs of Australian society and contribute to 
social cohesion. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Selected from the following 
Structured assignment; mock court or role-
play; folio and report; case study; test; 
annotated visual display; report (written, 
visual, oral and multimedia). 
 
Approximate Costs: Court Visit  $15-00 - 
$20-00, Prison Visit $20-00 
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UNIT 3 
 
Law Making 
Parliament and the Citizen – focuses on 
the Australian parliamentary system and 
passage of a bill through parliament.  
Effectiveness of law making, and reasons 
law changes are studied. 
Constitution and the Protection of Rights 
– investigates the role of the Commonwealth 
Constitution, changing the Constitution and 
the importance of the Constitution in 
protecting citizens rights 
Role of the Courts – the role of courts in 
making law; statutory interpretation  
by judges and effectiveness of courts in 
making law. 
 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
Describe the role and effectiveness of 
Parliament as a law making body, evaluate 
the need for change in the law and analyse 
the ways in which change can be influenced. 
 
Explain the role of the Commonwealth 
Constitution in defining law-making powers 
within a federal structure, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the Commonwealth 
Constitution in protecting democratic and 
human rights. 
 
Describe the role and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the courts in law making 
and their relationship with Parliament. 
Assessment Tasks: 
School assessed coursework (case study, 
structured questions, tests, essay, report, 
folio) and end of year examination. 
 

 UNIT 4 
Dispute Resolution 
Criminal Cases and Civil Disputes – 
jurisdictions and functions of courts, 
tribunals and alternative methods of dispute 
resolution. 
Court Processes and Procedures – 
criminal and civil pre-trial and trial 
procedures, the jury, the adversary system 
and inquisitorial trial systems. 
 
Outcomes - Students should be able to:- 
Describe and evaluate the effectiveness of 
institutions for the resolution of civil 
disputes and the adjudication of criminal 
cases and of alternative dispute resolution 
methods. 
 
Explain the elements of an effective legal 
system and evaluate the processes and 
procedures for the resolution of criminal 
cases and civil disputes and discuss their 
effectiveness. 
Assessment Tasks: 
School assessed coursework (eg. Case study, 
structured questions, test, essay, report, 
folio) and end of year examination 
Approximate Costs:  Magistrates’ Court 
visit $10-$15, Prison Visit $15-$20 
Supreme Court or County Court visit – train 
fare to and from city 
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LITERATURE 

 
The study of literature develops knowledge and enjoyment of a wide range of literary texts. It 
encompasses works that vary in cultural origin; genre, medium and world view and includes classical 
and popular, traditional and modern literature. 
 
Unit 1 
Areas of Study 
Readers and their responses 
Ideas and concerns in text 
 
Outcomes 
The student should be able to discuss how 
personal responses to literature are 
developed and justify their own responses to 
one or more texts. 
To analyse and respond both critically and 
creatively to the ways in which one or more 
texts reflect or comment on the interests and 
ideas of individuals and particular groups in 
society. 
To analyse the construction of a film, 
television, multimedia or radio text and 
comment on the ways it represents an 
interpretation of ideas and experiences 
 
Assessment tasks include: 
Essay 
Debate 
Analysis of passages 
Multimedia presentation 
Original piece of writing 

 Unit 2 
Areas of Study 
The text, the reader and their contexts 
Comparing texts 
 
Outcomes 
The student should be able to analyse and 
respond both critically and creatively to the 
ways a text from a past era reflects or 
comments on the ideas and concerns of 
individuals and groups at that time. 
The student should be able to produce a 
comparative piece of interpretative writing 
with a particular focus; for example, ideas 
and concerns, form of the text, author, time 
in history, social or cultural context. 
 
Assessment tasks include: 
Essay 
Debate 
Analysis of passages 
Multimedia presentation 
Original piece of writing 
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Unit 3 
Areas of Study 
Adaptations and Transformations 
Views, values and contexts 
Considering alternative viewpoints 
 
Outcomes 
The student should be able to discuss how 
meaning changes when the form of a text 
changes. 
The student should be able to analyse, 
interpret and evaluate the views and values 
of a text in terms of the ideas, social 
conventions and beliefs that the text appears 
to endorse, challenge or leave unquestioned. 
The student should be able to evaluate views 
of a text and make comparisons with their 
own interpretation. 
Assessment 
The award of satisfactory completion is 
based on a decision that the student has 
demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. This 
decision will be based on the teacher’s 
assessment of the student’s overall 
performance on assessment tasks. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will 
contribute 25% to the final assessment 
 
 

 Unit 4 
Areas of Study 
Creative responses to texts 
Close analysis 
 
Outcomes 
The student should be able to respond 
imaginatively to a text and comment on the 
connections between the text and the 
response. 
The student should be able to analyse 
critically features of a text, relating them to 
an interpretation of the text as a whole. 
 
Assessment 
The award of satisfactory completion is 
based on a decision that the student has 
demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. This 
decision will be based on the teacher’s 
assessment of the student’s overall 
performance on assessment tasks. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will 
contribute 25% to the final assessment. 
 
 

 
An end of year examination, which will contribute 50% to the final assessment, also assesses the level 
of achievement for Units 3 and 4. 
 
End of Year Examination 
The task is designed to assess student’s ability to write sustained interpretations of two different kinds 
of texts. Students will produce two pieces of writing in response to questions that require critical 
analysis and interpretation of two texts studied. 
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VCE Methods  3&4 
 

VCE General   1&2 

 VCE Methods  3&4 
VCE Specialist  3&4 

VCAL Numeracy 
 
Foundation    Yr 11 
Intermediate  Yr 12 VCE Further   3&4 

 

# Yr 10 Maths For Living  
 

VCE Foundation 1&2 

MATHEMATICS 
PATHWAYS 

2010 

VCE Methods  1&2 
VCE Further   3&4 

This chart is used as a guide 
only, for further information 

consult your handbook, 
teacher  or 

 the 
Maths Co-ordinator. 

 

Yr 10 Maths (Methods) 
and 

VCE General Maths   1&2 

VCE Methods   1&2 

Yr10 Advanced 
General Maths 

 

Yr10 Maths 
(Methods)  



95 
 

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 

 
 
A. Foundation Mathematics Units 1 & 2 
 
In Foundation Mathematics there is a strong 
emphasis on using mathematics in practical 
contents. It is a terminal  course and hence 
does not lead on to any Mathematics subjects 
in Year 12. 
 
The areas of study are 'Space, Shape and 
Design', 'Patterns in Number', 'Handling Data' 
and 'Measurement'. 
 
Pre-requisites:  Nil. 
 
Assessment 
For each unit students need to demonstrate 
achievement of the following outcomes in at 
least 2 of the areas of study. 
 
Outcomes 
1.  Skill knowledge in Tests/Examinations 
2. Applications/Project/Presentations 
3. Use of Technology assessed in previous 
two outcomes 
 

 B.  General Mathematics Units 1 & 2 
 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 are mainly 
designed to assist students who wish to 
undertake Further Mathematics 3 & 4 in Year 
12.  It can be studied by itself or in conjunction 
with Mathematical Methods 1 & 2. 
 
The areas of study are 'Data Analysis and 
Simulator', 'Arithmetic', 'Graphs and Non 
Linear Relations', 'Algebra', 'Geometry',  
'Trigonometry' and 'Decision and Business 
Maths' . 
 
Pre-requisites:  A good pass in Year 10 
Mathematics 
 
Assessment 
For each unit students need to demonstrate 
achievement of the following outcomes: 
 
Outcomes 
1. Skill knowledge, Tests/Examinations 
2. Applications, Project/Problem,  
   Solving/Modelling/Applications questions 
3. Use of Technology, assessed in previous 
   outcomes 
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C.  Mathematical Methods (CAS)  
Units 1 & 2 
The areas of study are 'Functions and 
Graphs',  'Algebra',  'Rates of Change and 
Calculus',  'Probability’ 
 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 1 & 2 is 
an essential pre-requisite for Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) Units 3 & 4.  It may be 
studied in conjunction with General 
Mathematics. 
 
Pre-requisites:  A very good pass in Year 10 
Mathematics and recommendation from 
your Year 10 teacher. 
 
Assessment 
For each unit, students need to demonstrate 
achievement of the following learning 
outcomes in all the above areas of study. 
 
Outcomes 
1. Skill knowledge, Tests/Examinations 
2. Applications, Project/Problem,  
   Solving/Modelling/Applications  
Use of Technology - Incorporated into 
    previous two outcomes 
 

  
D. Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
Pre-requisite: VCE General Maths 1 & 2 or  
VCE Maths Methods 1 & 2 
 
Further Mathematics consists of a 
compulsory area of study 'Data analysis' and 
then a selection of 3 from 5 modules.  The 
module material consists of: 
Module 1 Number Patterns and Applications 
Module 2 Geometry and Trigonometry 
Module 3 Graphs and Relations 
Module 4 Business Related Mathematics 
Module 5 Network and Decision 
Mathematics 
Module 6 Matrices 
 
This subject may be taken alone or with 
Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 
 
Learning Outcomes 
1.  Define and explain key terms and 
concepts and use this knowledge to apply 
mathematical procedures to solve routine 
application problems. 
2. Use mathematical concepts and skill 
developed in the areas of study to analyse a 
practical and extended situation and interpret 
the outcomes of this analysis in relation to 
key features of that situation. 
3. Select and appropriately use technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results 
and carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem solving, modelling or investigative 
approaches. 
 
Assessment 
Unit 3 School assessed course work (20%) 
   An Application Task (2/3) and 
an 
          Analysis Task (1/3) 
Unit 4 School assessed course work (14%)  
  Two Analysis Tasks 
Examination (Facts; skills and applications – 
multiple choice) 33% 
Examination (One Analysis Task from each 
of the 3 modules studied) 33% 
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E. Mathematical Methods (CAS) 
 Units 3 & 4 
Pre requisite: VCE Mathematics Methods 
(CAS) 1 & 2 
 
Areas of Study  
Functions and Graphs  
Calculus 
Probability 
Algebra 
 
Learning Outcomes 
1. Define and explain key concepts and 
apply a range of related mathematical 
routines and procedures 
2. Apply mathematical processes in non-
routine contexts and to analyse and discuss 
these applications of mathematics 
3. Select and appropriately use 
technology to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis in 
situations requiring problem solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches. 
 
Assessment 
Unit 3  School Assessed Coursework (20%) 
 Application Task and two tests Unit 4  
School Assessed Coursework (14%) 
2 Analysis tasks 
 
Examination 1: one hour  (short and 
extended answer questions, no calculator or 
notes) 22% 
Examination 2: two hours (multiple choice 
and extended answer questions) 44% 
 

  
F. Specialist Mathematics 3 & 4 
Pre-requisite: VCE Maths Methods 1 & 2 and 
VCE Maths Methods 3 & 4 (must be 
completed or studied concurrently) 
 
Areas of Study 
Functions, relations and graphs 
Algebra 
Calculus 
Vectors  
Mechanics 
 
Learning Outcomes 
1.  Define and explain key terms and concepts 
and apply a range of related mathematical 
routines and procedures 
2. Apply mathematical processes, with an 
emphasis on general cases, in non-routine 
contexts and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics 
3.  Select and appropriately use technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results 
and carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem solving, modelling or investigative 
techniques or approaches. 
 
Assessment 
Unit 3 School Assessed Course work (14%)  
2 Analysis tasks 
Unit 4  School Assessed Course work (20% 
A problem solving or modelling application 
task and 2 tests 
Examination 1: one hour (short and extended 
answer questions, no calculator or notes)  
22% 
Examination 2: two hours (multiple choice 
and extended answer questions)  44% 
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MEDIA STUDIES 

 
The media have a significant impact on people’s lives.  The media entertain, educate, inform and provide 
channels of communication and influence the way people perceive themselves, others and the world.  VCE 
Media provides students with the opportunity to develop critical and creative knowledge and skills.  Media 
texts, technologies and processes are considered from various perspectives including their structure and 
features, their industry production and distribution context, audience reception and the impact of media in 
society.  There are no prerequisites for entry into units 1, 2 or 3.  However, students must undertake Unit 3 
prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
Unit 1 
Representation and Technologies of 
Representation - This unit focuses on the 
relationship between the media, technology 
and the representations present in media 
forms. 
 
Areas Of Study 
1.  Representation 
2.  Technologies of Representation 
3. New Media 
 
Outcomes 
1. Construction of specific media  
     representations 
2. Production and comparison of media 
representations in two or more media forms 
3. Recognition and evaluation of creative 
and cultural implications of new media 
technologies. 
 
Assessment tasks for Unit 1 are: 
Radio or audio sequences 
Audiovisual or video sequences 
 Photographs 
Print layouts 
Multimedia sequences or presentations 
(including website and data show 
presentations); 
Posters 
Tests 
Written responses 
Oral reports 
 
 

 Unit 2 
Media Production and the Media Industry 
- 
Students develop understanding of the 
specialist production stages and roles within 
the collaborative organisation of media 
production.  Students develop practical skills 
through undertaking assigned roles during 
their participation in specific stages of media 
production and analyse issues concerning the 
stages and roles in the media production 
process. 
Areas of Study  
1.  Media Production 
2.  Media Industry Production 
3.  Australian Media Organisations 
Outcomes  
1. Explain the media production process 
and demonstrate specialist production skills 
within collaborative media productions.  
2. Discuss media industry issues and / or 
developments relating to the production 
stages of a media production and 
   specialist roles within the media industry.  
3. Analysis of Australian media 
organisations and the social and industrial 
framework within which they operate.  
 
Assessment tasks for Unit 2 are: 
Radio or audio sequences 
Audiovisual or video sequences 
Photographs 
Print layouts 
Multimedia sequences or presentations 
      (including website and data show 
      presentations); 
Posters 
Tests 
Written responses 
Oral reports 

Approximate Costs:   Excursions for Units 1 & 2 $30-00 
Required Texts:   Units 1 & 2 $35-00 approximately 
Material Fee: $100-00 approximately 
A3 Visual Diaries:   $10-00 approximately 
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Unit 3 
Narrative and Media Production Design 
 
Areas Of Study 
1.  Narrative 
2.  Media Production Skills 
3. Media Production Design 
 
Outcomes 
1. Analyse the nature and function of 
production and story elements in fictional 
media texts and discuss how combinations 
of these elements structure the narrative to 
engage an audience 
2. Use a range of technical equipment, 
applications and media processes to present 
ideas, achieve effects and explore aesthetic 
qualities in production design, plan 
specification areas appropriate to a media 
form.  
3. Prepare a media production design plan 
incorporating the specifications 
    appropriate for the chosen media product. 
 
Assessment 
The level of achievement in Unit 3 will be 
determined by school-assessed coursework, 
a school-assessed task and an end of year 
examination. 
 
 

 Unit 4 
Media Process, Social Values and Media 
Influence 
This unit enables students to develop 
practical skills in the production of media 
products and to realise a production design.  
Organisational and creative skills are refined 
and applied throughout this process.   
Students also analyse the ways in which 
media texts are shaped by social values and 
the influence of social values in the 
representations and structure of a media text.  
The role and influence of the media is also 
critically analysed in this unit. 
  
Areas Of Study 
1.  Media Process 
2.   Social Values 
3.   Media Influence 
 
Outcomes 
1. Production of a media product for an 
identified audience. 
2. Discuss the ways in which social values 
shape the content of media texts and analyse 
how social values are reflected in a text. 
3. Analysis of media influence and debates 
in assessing this influence. 
 
Assessment 
The level of achievement in Unit 4 will be 
determined by school-assessed coursework, 
a school assessed task and an end of year 
examination.  The school-assessed task is 
graded according to the student’s level of 
performance in achieving Outcomes 2 and 3 
in Unit 3 and Outcome 1 in Unit 4. 
 
 

 
Final Assessment: 
School Assessed Coursework     20% 
School Assessed Task                35% 
Written Examination                  45% 
 
Approximate Costs:  Excursions for Units 3 & 4 $20-00 
Required Texts:   Units 3 & 4 $35-00 approximately 
Materials Fee:   $100-00 approximately 
A3 Visual Diaries:   $10-00 approximately 
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

 
Students must do an audition and aural theory test before enrolling in this subject. 
 
Units 1 & 2 
Music Performance  
A practically based music course which aims 
to develop performance skills, aural skills 
and skills in the creative organisation of 
sound. Although there is no prerequisite for 
this study it is assumed that students have 
undertaken 3 years of study on an instrument 
and are currently having lessons with a 
specialist teacher. It is expected that students 
will undertake tuition in their chosen 
instrument either privately or through the 
College. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Performance Skill Development (solo, 
ensemble and technical work) 
2.   Music Craft 
3.   Music language for performance 
4.   Creative organisation of sound 
 
Outcomes 
1.  Performance (solo, ensemble, 
technical work) 
2.  Analysis of 2 solo works and 
approaches to performance preparation 
3.  Theory and aural work 
4.  Composition or improvisation 
 
 

 Units 3 & 4 
Solo Performance   
This unit focuses on the preparation and 
presentation of solo works. In order to 
undertake Solo Performance, students must 
receive weekly tuition from an instrumental 
teacher in their chosen study. This can be 
arranged privately or through the College. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Solo Performance  
2.  Solo technique  
3.  Ensemble performance 
4.  Analysis of ensemble work 
Outcomes 
1.  Solo Performance 
2.  Technical work 
3.  Ensemble performance 
4.  Music language for performance 
 
Assessment 
VCE Music Performance: Solo is assessed by 
school-assessed coursework and two end-of-
year examinations. 
Coursework relates to Unit 3, 
Outcomes 2 and 3 15% and 
Unit 4, Outcomes 2 and 3 10%.  
End-of year examinations: 
Solo Performance exam 50% 
Aural and Written exam 25% 
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MUSIC - GROUP PERFORMANCE 
 
 
Unit 3 & 4 
    
This is a Music course, which aims to develop group performance skills, aural and musicianship 
skills, critical listening skills, music arranging and improvising. Students must perform in an 
ensemble of between 2 and 8 musicians (but only up to 6 can be assessed). 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Performance in a group (Unit 3), preparing and presenting 
2.  Part writing or improvisation, aspects of performance (Unit 3), group performances (Unit 4)   
3.  Aural comprehension and music language 
 
Outcomes 
Performance in a group 
2.   Part-Writing/improvisation and analysis (Unit 4), Aspects of ensemble performance (Unit 3) 
3.   Aural skills and music theory 
  
Assessment 
Outcome 1:  Ensemble Examination – VCAA assessed 50%             
Outcome 2: Part-Writing/improvisation and analysis - School Assessed 10% Aspects of ensemble 
performance - School Assessed 5% 
Outcome 3: Written and practical aural skills test - School assessed 10% 
End-of year written and aural examination covering Areas of study 2 and 3 - VCAA assessed 25% 
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MUSIC STYLES 

 
 
Unit 1 
The characteristics and features of music 
from diverse styles and traditions.  
 
Areas of Study 
1. Responses to music 
2. Organisation and context 
3.  Creative responses 
 
Outcomes 
1.  Aural recognition of stylistic 
characteristics in music. 
2.  Three (3) musical styles 
3.  Composition and arrangement 
 

 Unit 2 
Music in partnership with film, theatre, 
dance etc. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Responses to music 
2. Music created for multidisciplinary art 
forms 
3.  Creative processes in music for 
multidisciplinary art forms 
 
Outcomes  
1.  Analysis of music 
2.  Analysis – description of 
compositional devices 
3.  Composition and arrangement 
 

 
 
 
 
Units 3 and 4 
Investigation of the elements of music. 
Focus on contextual issues of 2 major works. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Responses to music 
2.  Organisation and context 
3.  Creative responses 
 
 
Outcomes 
1.  Critical response 
2   Analysis and discussion of organisation and context 
3.  Composition, arrangement and or improvisation processes 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on demonstrated achievement of sets of outcomes. At Unit 3 and 4 the level 
of achievement is determined by school-assessed coursework 50% and an end-of-year examination 
50%.  
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OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES   

 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies covers the ways that humans interact and relate to natural 
environments. It assumes that natural environments are those with minimum human impact but 
understands that they may have a small amount of human intervention. This unit enables students to 
critically comment on environmental sustainability and appreciate environmental health in local 
contexts. 
 
 
Unit 1 
Understanding Outdoor Experiences 
 
Students develop practical skills and focus 
on motivations for outdoor experience and 
responses people have to nature. Basic 
terminology is learned and a cultural 
perspective to how humans experience the 
outdoors is learned. Students also explore 
relationships between humans and nature. 
Students investigate a local natural 
environment in order to understand different 
values and responses in the ways that 
humans use the environment. 
Outcomes: 
At the completion of the unit students 
should be able to analyse different ways that 
individuals experience natural environments 
and evaluate factors that influence outdoor 
experience. Both are in relation to specific 
outdoor activities. 
 

 Unit 2 
Environmental Impacts 
 
This unit provides an introduction into the 
characteristics of natural environments and 
the biotic and abiotic components found 
within them. Students study at least two 
natural environments and how changes within 
them affect humans. This unit also 
investigates human activities undertaken 
within natural environments and how both 
human and natural induced effects impact on 
the natural environment. 
Outcomes: 
At the conclusion of the unit the students 
should be able to describe and compare 
characteristics and interrelationships between 
components in natural environments and 
evaluate human impacts on natural 
environments. Students should be able to 
explain how to minimise or manage impacts. 

Assessment Tasks 
The students will be assessed in Unit 1 and 2 through either; 
Journal of outdoor experiences 
Case study analysis 
Oral presentations 
Practical reports in non-text format such as multimedia, annotated visual display 
Short reports of outdoor experiences 
Test 
Written responses.  
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Unit 3 
Relationships with Natural Environments. 
 
This unit investigates how Australians have 
understood and interacted with the 
environment over key demarcations in 
Australia’s history. It studies current 
relationships between humans and the 
environment and the number of ways that the 
Australian environment is perceived. Students 
consider roles of technology and 
commercialisation in mediating human-
environment relationships. 
Outcomes 
Upon completion of Unit 3, students should 
be able to describe how interactions and 
perceptions of the Australian environment 
have changed over time. Furthermore, they 
should be able to analyse and evaluate factors 
influencing contemporary relationships with 
natural environments with consideration to 
consequences to humans and the 
environment. 
Assessment Tasks 
Outcome one is assessed through any one of; 
a written report, a multimedia presentation, a 
poster, an oral presentation, a short essay, a 
test. The task will be focused on describing 
and analysing how interactions and 
relationships with the Australian environment 
have changed over time. Worth 40 marks. 
Outcome two is assessed through any two of; 
a written analysis and evaluation, a data 
analysis or case study, a creative response, a 
test. The focus for the tasks is on analysing 
and evaluating factors influencing 
relationships with natural environments and 
consequences for humans and the 
environment. Worth 60 Marks. 
     
 

 Unit 4 
The future of human-nature experiences. 
 
This unit investigates the state of 
environments and their importance to 
individuals and society. Practical outdoor 
activities assist students in applying their 
knowledge. Students also study the capacity 
of environments to support the future needs 
of society, individuals and ecosystems. 
Students study and learn how to manage 
conflicts of interest between people and 
natural environments, by studying the range 
of policies available to manage and sustain 
environments. 
Outcomes 
Upon completion of this unit, students 
should be able to evaluate and describe the 
importance of healthy natural environments 
for individuals and society and describe the 
current state of the environment. Students 
will also be able to evaluate practices and 
policies to ensure sustainable interactions 
between humans and the environments. 
Assessment Tasks 
Outcome 1 is assessed through one of; a 
written report, a multimedia presentation, a 
short essay, a test. The task focuses on 
describing the contemporary state of the 
environment, and the importance of healthy 
natural environments to society and 
individuals. The task is worth 40 marks. 
Outcome two is assessed though at least two 
of; a case study, a report, a data analysis, a 
short essay. The tasks focus on evaluating 
practices and strategies for sustainable 
interactions with natural environments. The 
combined tasks are worth 60 marks. 

 
 
Examination 
An end of year examination set down by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will be 
worth 50% of the study score and will be two hours in duration. The examination will assess all 
knowledge and skills that underpin Units 3 and 4. 
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PHILOSOPHY 

 
 
Unit 1 
 Introduction to philosophical inquiry  
This unit introduces basic questions in 
philosophy which is a systematic way of 
thinking about and discussing problems and 
ideas (e.g.: the meaning of life, whether 
science is correct, what right and wrong are). 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Fields of philosophical inquiry 
ethics = ideas about right and wrong 
metaphysics = what is real and what is not 
real 
epistemology = what you can know versus 
what you can believe/estimate 
 
2. Methods of philosophical inquiry 
How to ask questions in a rational way; 
induction, deduction and logic etc 
 
Outcomes 
1. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to demonstrate understanding 
of some key questions related to 
epistemology, metaphysics and ethics. 
2. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to apply methods of 
philosophical inquiry to central questions 
concerning epistemology, metaphysics and 
ethics. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be based on a number of 
tasks, which could include 
Class discussion 
Quizzes/tests 
Written responses 
Written analysis 
 
 

 Unit 2 
Philosophical issues in practice 
This unit requires students to explore a range 
of everyday practical philosophical problems 
and examine the steps involved in 
formulating and defending a philosophical 
position.  Collaborative decisions will be 
made about which problems to discuss (eg 
Animal Rights, Personal Freedom, 
Censorship, Right to Life etc.) 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Problems in applied philosophy 
2. Problems in applied philosophical 
thought. 
 
Outcomes 
1. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and discuss a 
range of applied philosophical issues within 
the context of a relevant field of 
philosophical inquiry. 
 
2. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to formulate and defend a 
philosophical position on a range of applied 
philosophical issues and relate these to a 
wider field of philosophical inquiry. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be based on a number of 
tasks, which could include 
Class discussion 
Written responses 
Quizzes, tests 
Assignment 
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Unit 3 
The good life 
Unit 3 considers the responses of 
philosophers to issues of the nature of the 
good life.  What “goodness” is, how it’s 
connected to morality and how to lead a 
good life. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Ancient Greek conceptions of the 
good life. 
2. Nineteenth and twentieth-century 
discussion of the good life. 
 
Outcomes 
1. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to describe the elements of 
the texts and situate them and their authors 
in the historical and philosophical context in 
which they were produced. 
2. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse and evaluate the 
arguments developed in these texts. 
3. On completion of this unit the student      
should be able to relate the arguments and 
outlooks developed in the texts to each 
other, to other traditions of thinking about 
the way we should live, and to contemporary 
experience. 
 
Assessment of levels of achievement 
The student's level of achievement in Unit 3 
will be determined by school-assessed 
course work and an end-of-year 
examination; three assessment tasks 
including test, essay and short answer 
questions. 
 
Contributions to final assessment 
School-assessed coursework from Unit 3 
will contribute 25 percent to the final 
assessment. 

 Unit 4 
 Mind and knowledge 
Unit 4 considers the responses of 
philosophers to two issues.  Whether we 
have a mind and a brain, a body and a soul.  
What we can actually know and how we can 
find out (epistemology). 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Mind, body and soul. 
2. Science, knowledge and dogma. 
 
Outcomes 
1. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to explain the concepts 
relating to the nature of mind and the nature 
of knowledge. 
2. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse and evaluate the 
arguments of individual philosophers 
concerning the relationship between body 
and mind and the nature of knowledge. 
3. On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to evaluate contemporary 
arguments that use concepts of the mind, 
body, knowledge and belief. 
 
Assessment of levels of achievement 
The student's level of achievement in Unit 4 
will be determined by school-assessed 
course work and an end-of-year 
examination; three school assessed tasks 
including test, essay and short answer 
questions. 
 
Contributions to final assessment 
School-assessed coursework from Unit 4 
will contribute 25 percent to the final 
assessment. 
 

 
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which will 
contribute 50 percent to the final assessment. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
VCE Physical Education takes students through the workings of the human body and its responses to 
physical activity. It also gives students an understanding of how physical performance can be improved 
via science and coaching. Students will also look at the reasoning behind people’s attitudes towards 
physical fitness. 
 
Unit One 
Learning and Improving Skill 
 
Unit Description:  
This unit studies the effect that the athlete’s 
ability to acquire, apply and evaluate 
knowledge about biomechanical skill 
principles has on improving motor skills. It 
also examines the role of the coach in 
enhancing skills and skilled performances. 
 
Outcomes: 
On completion of this unit, the student 
should be able to explain the application of 
biomechanical and skill learning principles 
and be able to identify and evaluate a range 
of coaching practices that lead to enhanced 
sports performance. 
 
 
 

 Unit Two 
The Active Body 
 
Unit Description: 
This unit explores the major components 
and functions of specific body systems and 
their energy systems. It also explores the 
range of physical activities available in the 
community and classifies them in terms of 
experience and the health benefits of being 
involved in physical activity. 
 
Outcomes: 
On completion of this unit, the student 
should be able to explain interplay between 
specific body systems and energy systems 
during physical activity. Furthermore, they 
should be able to explain the impact physical 
activity has on populations and factors 
influencing participation in physical activity. 

 
Assessment for Units One and Two 
Assessment tasks for these units can be: 
A written report 
A test 
An oral presentation 
A laboratory report 
Data analysis 
A case study analysis 
A multimedia presentation 
A report of participation in physical activity 
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Unit Three 
 
Physiological and participatory 
perspectives of physical activity. 
This unit introduces students to an 
understanding of physical activity from a 
physiological perspective.  In particular, the 
contribution of energy systems to 
performance in physical activity is explored, 
as well as the health benefits to be gained 
from participation in regular physical 
activity.  The underlying physiological 
requirements of an activity being used for 
health or for fitness are the same. 
 
There are many factors that influence an 
individual to initially begin and then 
continue on with some form of regular 
physical activity.  In this unit, students study 
and apply various models to identify 
strategies that will be effective in promoting 
participation in some form of regular 
activity. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Monitoring and Promotion of Physical 
Activity 
Students should be able to analyse 
individual and population levels of 
participation in physical activity, and 
evaluate strategies that promote adherence to 
the National Physical Activity Guidelines. 
 
Assessment: 
Outcome 1     - 2 Assessment Tasks 
                     - 1 Written Report 
                     - 1 Other Task 
 
Outcome 2: 
Physiological Requirements of Physical 
Activity 
Students should be able to analyse the role 
and relative contribution of the energy 
systems during physical activity. 
 
Assessment: 
Outcome 1     - 2 Assessment Tasks 
                     - 1 Laboratory Report 
                     - 1 Other Task 

 Unit Four 
 
Enhancing physical performance. 
Improvements in physical performance, in 
particular fitness, depend on the ability of 
the individual or coach to acquire, apply and 
evaluate knowledge and understanding about 
training.  Exercise physiology is concerned 
with individual responses and adaptations 
through exercise.  Students experience a 
variety of practical activities involving a 
range of training methods and fitness 
activities.  Students learn to accurately 
assess the particular energy and fitness needs 
of the sport or activity for which the athlete 
is training, through analysis of data collected 
from a game or activity. 
 
Outcome 1: 
Enhancing Fitness Through Training 
Students should be able to plan and evaluate 
training programs to enhance physical 
fitness. 
 
Assessment: 
Outcome 1     - 2 Assessment Tasks 
                     - 1 Laboratory Report 
                     - 1 Other Task 
 
Outcome 2: 
Strategies for Enhancing Sports 
Performance 
Students should be able to evaluate practices 
and/or strategies that are used in conjunction 
with each other to enhance sports 
performance. 
 
Assessment: 
Outcome 2     - 2 Assessment Tasks 
                     - 1 Written Report 
                     - 1 Other Task 
 
 
 
 

Final Assessment: 
School Assessed Coursework Unit 3 25% 
School Assessed coursework Unit 4 25% 
Final Examination (2 hours)  50% 
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PHYSICS 

Unit 1 
This unit focuses on the study of Physics as a 
human endeavour in which observations and 
ideas about the physical world are organised 
and explained.  Students learn about the use of 
conceptual models to describe and explain 
observed physical phenomena.  These models 
are developed within contexts that are familiar 
to students and relevant to their experiences. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.  Nuclear physics and radioactivity 
2.  Electricity 
3. Choice of  one from detailed studies below 
 
Outcomes 
1. To describe the sources and uses of nuclear 
reactions and radioactivity and their effects on 
living things, the environment and in industry. 
2. To investigate and apply a basic DC circuit 
model to simple battery operated devices, car 
and household (AC) electricity systems, and 
describe the safe and effective use of electricity 
by individuals and the community. 
3. See Detailed Study Outcome Below 

 Unit 2 
The student’s understanding of Physics is further 
developed through the application of models to 
more complex phenomena.  Newtonian ideas of 
motion already studied as part of the general science 
curriculum are extended to a greater range of 
movements and more abstract ideas. The students’ 
understanding of electricity and electronics is 
broadened and deepened. 
 
Areas of Study 
1.   Motion 
2.   Wave-like properties of light 
3.  Choice of one other detailed study from list in 
Unit 1 
 
Outcomes 
1.To investigate, analyse and mathematically model 
motion of particles and bodies in terms of 
Aristotelian, Galilean and Newtonian theories. 
2. To describe and explain the wave model of light, 
compare it with the particle model of light and 
apply it to observed light phenomena in practical 
investigations. 
3. See Detailed Study Outcome Below 

Choice of detailed studies choose one from list below:- 
Astronomy      Astrophysics 
Energy from the nucleus    Investigations: Flight 
Investigations: Sustainable energy sources Medical physics 
Detailed Study Outcomes  
3.1  Astronomy – to use observation to explain the motions of stars and planets and describe models of 
planetary motion. 
3.2  Astrophysics – to describe and explain methods used to gather information about stars and other 
astronomical objects and apply this information to models of the nature and origin of the Universe 
3.3   Energy from the nucleus – to describe and explain typical fission and fusion reactions, energy 
transfer and transformations phenomena of importance in stars and in the production of nuclear energy, 
and the benefits and risks of the use of nuclear energy as a power source for society. 
3.4   Investigations in Flight - to design perform and report on an experimental investigation related to 
an aspect of flight, and to explain results and conclusions by including reference to Newton’s laws of 
motion and Bernoulli’s principle. 
3.5  Investigation Sustainable energy sources – to use concepts of energy transfer and transformations 
to design, conduct and report on an experimental investigation into an aspect of renewable energy 
supply system. 
3.6  Medical Physics-  to describe and explain applications of radioisotopes, optical fibres, waves and lasers to 
medical diagnosis and treatments and describe the production and/or simple interpretations of images of the 
human body produced by the processes of CT ultrasound or X-rays. 
Assessment 
Practical investigation (student designed or adapted) and a selection from the following: 
-  An annotated folio of practical activities     - A data analysis 
- A multimedia or web page presentation - A response to a media article 
- A written report     - A test (short answer and extended response.) 
- A summary report of selected practical investigations including maintenance of a logbook 
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Unit 3 
Areas of Study 
Motion in one and two dimensions. 
Electronics and Photonics 
Choice of: Einstein’s Relativity 
    Materials and their use in structures 
    Further Electronics 
 
Outcomes 
1. To investigate motion and related energy 
transformations experimentally, and use the 
Newtonian model in one and two 
dimensions to analyse motion in the context 
of transport and related aspects of safety, 
and motion in space. 
2. To investigate, describe, compare and 
explain the operation of electronic and 
photonic devices, and analyse their use in 
domestic and industrial systems. 
3. To use Einstein’s theory of relativity to 
describe and explain relativistic motion and 
effects, and make comparisons with classical 
descriptions of motion. 
OR 
To analyse and explain the properties of 
construction materials, and evaluate the 
effects of forces and loads on structures and 
materials. 
OR 
To design and investigate an AC to DC 
voltage regulated power supply system, and 
describe and explain the operation of the 
system and its components, and the effects 
of test equipment on the system. 
 
Assessment 
The award of satisfactory completion for a 
unit is based on a decision that the student 
has demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit.  This 
decision will be based on the teacher’s 
assessment of the student’s overall 
performance on assessment tasks designated 
for the unit. All outcomes in Unit 3 will be 
examined. The examination, held in June, is 
set by the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority.   
 
Cost: Approximately $30-00 for an 
excursion. 
 

 Unit 4 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Electric Power 
2. Interactions of Light and Matter 
3. Choice of: Synchrotron and applications 
    Photonics 
    Sound 
 
Outcomes 
1. To investigate and explain the operation 
of electric motors, generators and 
alternators, and the generation, transmission, 
distribution and use of electric power. 
2. To use wave and photon models to 
analyse, interpret and explain interactions of 
light and matter and the quantised energy 
levels of atoms. 
3.1 To describe the basic design and 
operation of The Australian Synchrotron and 
the production, characteristics and 
interactions with targets of synchrotron 
radiation. 
OR 
3.2. To apply the photon and wave models 
of light to explain the operation of different 
light sources and fibre optic wave-guides 
and analyse their domestic, scientific and 
industrial uses. 
OR 
3.3. To apply a wave model of sound and a 
field model of electromagnetism to describe, 
analyse and evaluate the recording and 
reproduction of sound. 
 
Assessment 
 
The award of satisfactory completion for a 
unit is based on a decision that the student 
has demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit.  This 
decision will be based on the teacher’s 
assessment of the student’s overall 
performance on assessment tasks designated 
for the unit. All outcomes in Unit 4 will be 
examined.  The Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority set the examination. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 

 
Unit 1 
This unit introduces students to the scientific 
study of Psychology as the investigation into 
human behaviour and the mental processes 
that determine it. 
 
Area of Study 1: Introduction to 
Psychology 
This area of study introduces the nature and 
scope of psychology as a scientific 
discipline. Students learn about the process 
involved in psychological research, the 
evidence-based nature of findings in 
psychology, and the ethical principles in the 
practice and conduct of psychology and 
psychological research. 
 
Area of Study 2: Social Relationships 
This area of study focuses on behaviour as a 
consequence of environmental experiences – 
influence of groups on individual behaviour, 
effects of status and power within groups. 
 
Area of Study 3: Development of 
Individual behaviour 
This area of study focuses on the 
development of perceptual, cognitive and 
social skills in individuals. 
 
Outcomes 
For this unit students are required to show 
achievement of three outcomes that take 
into account all three areas of study. 
Students need to show key knowledge and 
key skills in each area of study.  
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of Unit 1 is based 
on the student having shown achievement of 
the set of Outcomes 1, 2 and 3.  The Teacher 
will assess students’ overall performance on 
assessment tasks, which are to be mainly 
completed in class and within a limited 
timeframe. These tasks will be a selection 
of: 
Empirical Research Activities (ERAs), tests, 
classroom presentations, essays, 
comprehension questions or analysis of 
research designs. 
 

 Unit 2 
This unit introduces the development of 
individual behaviour, the biological bases of 
behaviour and the difference among people. 
Further research methods are also looked at. 
The three areas of study are: 
 
Area of Study 1: Introduction to neurons 
and nervous system 
This area of study focuses on the structure 
and role of neurons and the nervous system 
in the transmission of information.  The 
connections between neurotransmitters, 
neuromodulators and disease are also 
explored.  Research methods and ethical 
principles used in psychological studies are 
incorporated into the area of study. 
 
Area of Study 2: Individual Differences 
This area of study focuses on scientific ways 
of describing and measuring ‘normality’ and 
individual differences such as intelligence 
and personality.  Methods of psychological 
assessment are evaluated.  Research 
methods and the ethical principles employed 
in psychological studies are included. 
 
Area of Study 3: Social Attitudes 
This area examines how attitudes are 
formed, changed and measured.  Attitudes 
are defined as ideas about ourselves, others, 
objects and experiences.  The relationship 
between attitudes and prejudice is 
considered.  Research methods and ethical 
principles used in studies are examined in 
detail. 
 
Outcomes 
For this unit students need to show 
achievement of 4 outcomes with set key 
knowledge and key skills. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of Unit 2 is based 
on students demonstrating the set outcomes. 
Achievement of Outcomes 1, 2, 3 and 4 will 
be based on a selection of tasks: Empirical 
Research Activities, tests, classroom 
presentations, essays, comprehension 
questions or analysis of research designs. 
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Unit 3 
 
This unit develops understanding of 
biological bases of behaviour, visual 
perception and states of consciousness.  It 
includes the role of the nervous system in 
understanding human behaviour and how 
information is acquired, processed, stored 
and used.  
  
Area of Study 1: Brain and Nervous 
System          
This area of study focuses on the main 
functions of the brain and nervous system 
and the role of those functions in 
determining behaviour. Cognitive and 
behavioural functions of the right and left 
cerebral hemispheres are investigated.  The 
purposes and limitations of brain research 
methods are explored. 
 
Area of Study 2: Visual Perception 
This area of study focuses on the visual 
system and how information is transmitted 
and perceived as an example of brain 
function.  The characteristics of the visual 
perceptual system, its organisation and the 
effects of past experience on perception are 
investigated. 
 
Area of Study 3: States of Consciousness 
This area of study focuses on states of 
consciousness and explores relationships 
between consciousness and thoughts, 
feelings and behaviour. It examines the 
difficulties and limitations in the 
measurement of states of consciousness. 
 
Outcomes - For this unit students are 
required to show achievement of three 
outcomes encompassing the areas of study 
for this unit. Set key knowledge and key 
skills will be drawn on to demonstrate the 
outcomes.             
 

 Unit 4 
 
This unit develops understanding of memory 
and learning. Research Methods in 
Psychology are further developed and 
related to learning and memory in everyday 
experience. 
 
Area of Study 1: Memory 
This area of study explores the 
characteristics of memory as a cognitive 
process. The information-processing model 
of memory is investigated, including key 
components of encoding, retrieval and 
forgetting. 
 
Area of Study 2: Learning 
This area of study explores the 
characteristics of learning as a process that 
plays a part in determining behaviour. Three 
types of learning are examined: classical 
conditioning, operant conditioning and 
observational learning. Behaviour not 
dependent on learning is also examined. 
 
Area of Study 3: Research Investigation 
This area of study focuses on the use of 
empirical research in Psychology. Such 
research is crucial in developing theories and 
understanding of human behaviours and 
development. 
 
Outcomes - For this unit students need to 
achieve three outcomes covering the 3 areas 
of study. Demonstration of the key 
knowledge and key skills will be required in 
the designated tasks. 
 
 

 
Assessment: Satisfactory completion of Units 3 and 4 is based on the student having demonstrated 
achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. The teacher will assess the overall 
performance on designated tasks.  
Final Assessment: Unit 3 School assessed coursework (3 tasks) 17%, mid year exam 33%, Unit 4 
School assessed coursework (3 tasks) 17%, End of year exam 33% 
Possible Career Directions:- Sports Psychology, Health Psychology, Occupational and Vocational 
Psychology, Educational Psychology, Management Consultancy, Counselling Psychology, Youth or 
Social Work, Personnel Work, Advertising, Sales, Business Administration.  The study of Psychology 
is of benefit in any field or choice of careers. 
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STUDIO ARTS 

 
In Studio Arts students work on establishing their art practice through an understanding of the design 
process. They specialise in specific areas of studio production, which they explore thoroughly, developing 
techniques and skills to communicate their ideas.  The theoretical component of the study informs 
students on how selected artists from different times and cultures have formed and developed specific 
styles and working methods. Students also examine the professional practices within the art industry. 
 
Pre-requisites: Students wishing to do Studio Arts are strongly advised to discuss their choice with Ms. 
Anstey-Sprigg or Mr Watt. There are no pre-requisites for Unit 3, although it is strongly recommended that 
students have satisfactorily completed Units 1 and 2.  Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4. 
Study of this subject allows opportunities for students to develop a number of Employability skills. 
 
Contents: The course will be divided between two Semester Units, containing both theory and practical 
components in each year. 
Duration:  Each Unit will consist of approximately 100 hours of study of which it is expected that 40 – 60 
hours will be offered as class time. 
Equipment: All Studio Art students will work in an A3 sized Visual Art Diary and replace it as it fills. 
Students are expected to purchase some materials and equipment to facilitate their art works.  
IT IS EXPECTED THAT STUDENTS WILL ATTEND EXCURSIONS  TO GALLERIES AND 
ARTISTS TALKS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 
 
Excursions:  approximately $100-00 per year 
Unit 1 
 Artistic inspiration and techniques 
Area of Study 1: Developing art ideas 
Identification of individual ideas and the methods 
by which these are translated into art works. 
Area of Study 2: Materials and Techniques 
 Students explore a range of different materials 
and techniques used to produce art works. 
 Area of Study 3: Interpretation of art ideas 
and the use of materials and techniques 
 Students will discuss how artists from different 
times and cultures have interpreted sources of 
inspiration used different materials and 
techniques to develop art works. 
 
Assessment: 
Outcome 1 and 2: A selection of exploratory 
work showing ideas and inspiration and different 
techniques and materials. 
Outcome 3: An extended response/short answers 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Unit 2 
Design exploration and concepts 
Area of Study 1: Design exploration 
 The development of an individual design process 
in the creation of artworks.  
 Area of Study 2: Ideas and styles in art works 
 The discussion of how artists from different 
times and cultures have created aesthetic qualities 
in artworks, communicated ideas and developed 
styles.  
Assessment: 
Outcome 1: A folio including design explorations 
and art works. 
Outcome 2:  An extended response/ short answer 
responses. 
 
Examination: covering the work completed 
during the Unit. 
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Unit 3 
Studio production and professional art 
practices 
The focus of this unit is the design process.  
Students should be able to present an 
exploration proposal that formulates an 
individual design process including a plan for 
how the proposal will be undertaken.  
 
Area of Study 1: Exploration proposal 
Students create an exploration proposal that 
formulates their design process including a plan 
for how the proposal will be undertaken. 
 Area of Study 2:  Design process 
Student exploration a wide range of potential 
directions for the ideas documented in the 
exploration proposal. 
Area of Study 3: Professional art practices and 
styles 
Students discuss art practices in relation to 
particular artworks of at least two artists and 
analyse ways in which they have developed their 
styles. 
Assessment:  
Will include a combination of the following: 
A collection of annotated research materials 
Responses to structured questions 
An annotated visual report 
An essay 
An oral presentation. 
 
School assessed tasks: An exploration proposal 
and developmental folio (including a visual 
diary) that presents an individual design process, 
which explores and develops the ideas set out in 
the exploration proposal and produces a creative 
range of visual explorations and potential 
directions that will form the basis of artworks in 
Unit 4. 
 

Unit 4 
Studio production and art industry contexts 
Area of Study 1: Folio of art works 
Students present a cohesive folio of artworks 
based on selected potential directions 
developed throughout the design process. 
Area of Study 2: Focus, reflection and 
evaluation 
Students reflect on and evaluate their folio, 
supported by visual and written documentation.  
Students evaluate the extent to which the finished 
artworks reflect the selected potential directions 
and demonstrate a cohesive relationship between 
the works. 
Area of Study 3: Art industry contexts 
 Students study the art industry contexts through 
looking at current exhibitions. Students must 
examine artworks in at least two different 
exhibition spaces and explain how they have been 
prepared and presented. 
Assessment:   
Will include a combination of the following: 
A collection of annotated research materials 
Responses to structured questions 
An annotated visual report 
An essay 
An oral presentation. 
School assessed tasks: 
A cohesive folio of finished artworks and an 
evaluation of a cohesive folio. 
 
End of year examination based on areas covered 
in Units 3 and 4. 
 
 
 

 
 
Unit 3 School assessed coursework 33% (subject to external review) 
Unit 4 School assessed coursework 33% (subject to external review) 
Units 3 and 4 written examination 34%  
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TECHNOLOGY   STUDIES 

ALL STUDENTS IN TECHNOLOGY CLASSES MUST WEAR LEATHE R UPPER SHOES 
The main emphasis in VCE Technology Studies is on "learning by doing".  You will be encouraged to 
adopt a problem solving approach and to develop your practical skills.  Technology Studies takes in 
two study designs: Design and Technology and Systems and Technology.  
 
Design and Technology Units 1& 2 
This Study Design can be undertaken in  
Wood (Woodwork) 
Textiles 
 
Unit 1 
 Design modification and production 
This unit focuses on the tools, processes, 
techniques, knowledge and skills the 
designer uses to solve a problem.  Students 
generate a design brief, learn about 
production techniques and make a product.  
It is then evaluated against the needs and 
requirements as outlined in the brief.  
Students use this process as a model to 
redesign a similar product. 
 
Areas of Study 
Redesigning an existing product 
Producing and evaluating a redesigned 
product 
 
Outcome 1: Describe the methods used by 
a designer to design a product and apply 
similar processes to document the 
redesigning of an existing product. 
 
Outcome 2: Use and evaluate materials, 
tools, equipment and processes to make the 
product redesigned in outcome 1, and 
compare the finished product with the 
original design. 
 
Assessment:  
Design folios 
Production work and records of production 
and modifications 
Multi-media presentation and notes 
Short written reports 
Oral reports supported with notes/visual 
materials 
 
 

 Unit 2 
Collaborative design 
Students work individually and as a 
member of a team to address a design 
problem.  This mirrors professional design 
practices. 
 
Areas of Study 
Designing as a team 
Producing and evaluating a collaboratively 
designed product 
 
Outcome 1:  Identification of a need and 
collaboration to develop design options 
and produce a plan in response to a design 
brief. 
 
Outcome 2: Justification, management and 
use of appropriate production techniques to 
make a product and evaluate the suitability 
of the product. 
 
Assessment:  
Design folios 
Production work and records of production 
and modifications 
Multi-media presentation and notes 
Short written reports 
Oral reports supported with notes/visual 
materials 
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Units 3 & 4  

WOODWORK / TEXTILES 

 
In these units students explore the complex forces involved in the design and development of a product 
for the mass market. They also focus on how judgements of the success of products can be informed by 
a comparison of products in terms of their quality, usefulness and appeal. The role and influence of 
product promotion and marketing are also considered.  
 
Unit 3 
Design, technological innovation and 
manufacture 
Students investigate a client’s needs, prepare a 
design brief, self evaluation criteria, research 
and propose a series of design options.  They 
justify the choice of a preferred option, 
develop a work plan and commence 
production of the product (to be completed in 
Unit 4). 
Areas of Study 
The designer, client and end – user in product 
development 
Product development in industry 
Designing for others 
 
Outcome 1 - Explanation of the role of a 
designer 
Assessment – a structured, annotated design 
brief, evaluation criteria and explanation of 
how designers generate ideas from a brief.    
25 Marks 
 
Outcome 2 – Explanation of factors that 
influence the design, development and 
manufacture of products within industrial 
settings 
 
Assessment – Any or combination of – test/ 
report/multi-media report/oral presentation 
with accompanying notes. 
25 Marks 
 
Outcome 3 – A folio that documents the 
procedures and decision-making processes 
of the designer and the start of production 
for the SAT in Unit 4. 
 
(Subject to External Review) 

 Unit 4 
Product development, evaluation and 
promotion 
Students continue to develop and 
manufacture the product designed in Unit 
3.  
Production processes and modifications are 
recorded, and evaluations completed.  
Comparative analysis and evaluation 
methods are completed and a focus on 
environmental, economical and social 
viability of products is considered. 
Areas of Study 
Product analysis 
Product manufacture 
Product evaluation and promotion 
 
Outcome 1- Analysis of similar products 
through analysis  
Assessment – Any or combination of 
test/report/multi media report/oral 
presentation (with notes) annotated visual 
report. 
25 Marks 
 
Outcomes 2 & 3 – School Assessed Task – 
completion of product with accompanying 
evaluation, safe application of skills and 
processes and resources managed 
efficiently. 
 
 
Total Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of outcomes 
specified for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 3 and 4: 20% 
 
SAT: 50% 
 
Exam:  30% 
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SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 

 
Unit 1 
Mechanical Engineering Fundamentals 
 
Outcome 1 
Systems approach.  Basic concepts and 
principles of mechanical technological 
systems.  
Students learn about mechanical systems 
approach, and basic mechanical  
transmission components, concepts and 
principles, such as levers, chains, linkages, 
gears, belts and pulleys, DC motor speed 
control, steeper motors, positional sensors, 
hydraulic and pneumatic systems, 
Programmable Logic Controllers, solenoid 
operated valves, cams, pistons, cylinders, car 
steering, ignition and cooling systems.  
Students also use simulation software, e.g. 
Crocodile Clips. 
  
Outcome 2 
Production work and folio 
Student project is to plan, design, make, test 
and evaluate a least one functional 
preferably mechanical system, such as 
motor-driven mechanisms (vehicles) 
containing gearboxes,  robotic devices, 
various timers, oscillators, sirens, audio 
circuits, an intercom unit, a FM 
transmitter/radio, a motion/tilt/car alarms, 
traffic lights, digital tacho/multimeters.  . 
Outcome 3 
Impact of technological systems on work 
environment 
This is a written research report. 
 
End of Unit Written Examination 
Topics cover all three outcomes. 

 Unit 2 
Electrotechnology Engineering Fundamentals 
 
Outcome 1 
Basic concepts and principles of 
Electrotechnology Systems 
Students learn about basic electronic/electrical 
components, concepts and principles of the 
circuits. Topics  include electro-technology 
systems approach; recognition, symbolic 
representation, interaction and testing of  circuit 
components including integrated circuits (ICs), 
and relays, PICAXE microcontrollers and 
programming, timers, sensors, audio circuits, 
AC circuits, circuit design blocks and laws 
related (Ohm’s law, power calculations and 
Kirchoff’s laws in series, parallel circuits, 
electrical resistivity).  Students use simulation 
software, eg Crocodile Clips. 
 
Outcome 2 
Production work and folio 
Students plan, design, make, test and evaluate at 
least one integrated system containing both 
mechanical and electro-technology subsystems.  
It is desirable to design and incorporate a control 
device.  Some possible models are listed above 
in Unit 1.The emphasis is circuit diagram 
analysis, electronic design skills, testing, 
modifications and repair. Project examples 
include PICAXE programmable models, robotic 
arms, lifting devices, line followers, solar 
tracking systems, railroad boom gates, traffic 
lights, interactive radios, radar speed guns, 
power supplies. 
Outcome 3 
New and Emerging Technologies 
This is a semiconductor component research 
task. 
End of Unit Written Examination 
Topics cover all three outcomes 
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Unit 3 
 
Systems Engineering and Energy 
 
Outcome 1 (6% in study score) - The 
principles of controlled integrated 
technological systems. 
In addition to all topics covered by outcome 
1 from units 1 and 2 with some attention to 
their chosen integrated system, students also 
analyse other closed-loop systems and learn 
about schematic diagrams, rectifiers, micro 
and digital electronics. 
Outcome 3 (6%) – Environmental benefits 
and implications of using different energy 
sources on the design and performance of 
controlled integrated technological 
systems. 
.Outcome 2 over Units 3 & 4 (50%) 
Design, plan, make and document an 
integrated system to be completed in Unit 
4, Outcome 2, and effectively use 
diagnostic procedures for the system.  
Students develop their own 
portfolios/technical reports.  They use multi-
meters, CRO and logic probes for testing.  

  
Unit 4 
 
Integrated and Controlled Systems 
 
Outcome 1 (8%) – The principles and 
functioning of controlled integrated  
technological systems. 
 
In addition to the same outcome topics as in Unit 
3, students pay more attention to their integrated 
system including diagnostic testing and 
schematic diagram design and analysis. 
 
External end-of-year Exam (30%) 
It is designed and marked externally, and covers 
all outcomes from Units 3 & 4. 
 
Approximate Cost:  $70-00 per year 
 

Career Directions 
Apprenticeships: Industrial Electrician, Electrical Mechanic, Electrical Fitter, Electronics Technician 
Certificate/Diploma Endorsement Courses: Electronics Technical Officer, Electrical/Electronics 
Engineer. 
 



119 
 

 
 
 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN 

Visual Communication and Design is intended to assist students in the understanding, production and 
interpretation of a range of visual communications.  Students will study the vocabulary and grammar of visual 
communication in order to understand and apply various drawing methods and appropriate conventions, design 
elements, design principles and the design processes used to produce visual communications.  Furthermore, the 
study also provides the students with the opportunity to develop an informed, critical and discriminating 
approach to visual communications encountered in their everyday life. 
Unit 1  
This unit enables students to develop an 
understanding of instrumental drawing 
methods and freehand drawing including 
drawing from direct observation.   
Students will develop practical skills in the 
application of appropriate drawing methods, 
design elements and principles, and 
information and communications technology.  
The unit also introduces students to the 
diversity of visual communication and the 
roles of the design process in visual 
communication productions. 
Outcomes: The student should be able to: 
Complete instrumental drawings using a 
range of drawing systems. 
Draw from direct observation and render 
drawings to communicate form, shape, light 
and surface material; 
Explore and apply design elements and 
principles to satisfy a stated purpose. 
Discuss and describe the nature of the design 
process in the production of visual 
communications.  
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of a unit is based on a 
decision that the student has demonstrated 
achievement of the set of outcomes:  
These assessment tasks include; 
-     A folio of instrumental drawings of 
objects; 
-    A folio of drawings of objects that show 
one-point and two-point perspective drawing, 
rendering techniques, proportion, scale and 
the relationship of objects; 
-    A folio of visual communications that use 
design elements and principles to satisfy 
stated purpose/s; 
-  A written response and/or oral report 
supported by visual material describing the 
design process in the production of visual 
communications. 
 
 

 Unit 2 
Unit 2 enables students to develop and refine 
practical skills by generating images and 
developing them through freehand drawing, 
instrumental drawing and the use of 
information and communications technology.  
This unit enables students to develop an 
awareness of how the design process facilitates 
exploration and experimentation and how 
information and ideas are communicated. 
Outcomes: The student should be able to: 
Use freehand and instrumental drawings to 
develop images that represent and 
communicate form. 
Use freehand drawings in the development of 
rendered three dimensional images. 
Apply a design process to develop a visual 
communication solution to a set task. 
Describe and analyse contemporary and 
historical examples of visual communications 
and explain how they communicate ideas, 
present information and reflect influences. 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of a unit is based on a 
decision that the student has demonstrated 
achievement of the set of outcomes.  
These assessment tasks include; 
A folio of instrumental drawings of  
objects that includes paraline drawing, scale, 
Australian Standards conventions in 
dimensioning, cross-sectioning and circular 
representations, conversion of 2D orthogonal 
views into 3D drawing systems and vice versa. 
  A folio of freehand drawings that show 
development of rendered 3D images 
-  A folio of visual communication solution/s to 
set task/s 
-  A written response supported by visual 
material that describes and analyses 
contemporary and historical examples of visual 
communication. 

WHO DO I TALK TO ABOUT THIS? 

����)�)���	��
�����.�'����* �



120 
 

 
Unit 3 
The main purpose of this unit is to develop an 
understanding of visual communication 
production through the application of the 
design process to satisfy specific 
communication needs.  Within the unit, 
students consider existing visual 
communication and analyse and evaluate 
examples.  Students will also investigate the 
production of visual communications in a 
professional setting and examine the nature of 
professional practice in the design and 
production of visual communications. 
Outcomes 
On completion of this unit the student should 
be able to:- 
1. Apply the design process to produce a final 
visual communication presentation that 
satisfies a specified communication need. 
2.  Analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a 
range of visual communications. 
3. Describe the roles and relationships 
involved in the design and production of 
visual communication in the context of 
professional practice. 
Assessment  
The award of satisfactory completion for a 
unit is based on a decision that the student 
has demonstrated achievement of the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit.  This 
decision will be based on the teacher’s 
assessment of the student’s overall 
performance on assessment tasks designated 
for the unit. 
 
Assessment of Levels of Achievement 
The student’s level of achievement for Unit 3 
will be determined by school assessed 
coursework and an end of year examination. 
 
Contributions to Final Assessment 
School assessed coursework for Unit 3 will 
contribute 33% to the final assessment. 
 
  
 
 

  
Unit 4 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable 
students to prepare one brief and design and 
product developmental work and two final 
presentations based on the brief. 
Outcomes 
On completion of this unit the student should 
be able to:- 
1.  Prepare one brief that describes a client’s 
communication need and specifies possible 
resolutions, and proposes two distinct final 
visual communication presentations suitable for 
a stated audience. 
2.   Prepare developmental work that explores 
design concepts relevant to the requirements of 
the brief, developed for Outcome 1 and fulfils 
the requirements of that brief. 
3. Produce two final presentations that satisfy 
the requirements of the brief developed for 
Outcome 1. 
Assessment 
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit 
is based on a decision that the student had 
demonstrated achievement for the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit.  This decision 
will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the 
student’s overall performance on assessment 
tasks designated for the unit. 
 
Assessment of Levels of Achievement 
The student’s level of achievement for Unit 4 
will be determined by a school assessed task 
and an end of year examination. 
 
Contributions to Final Assessment 
The school assessed coursework for Unit 4 will 
contribute 33% to the final assessment. 
 
End of Year Examination 
Description of Task 
Students will be required to answer a series of 
questions related to Units 3 & 4 set by an 
examination panel. 
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GLOSSARY 
 
Some useful definitions 
 
 
E.N.T.E.R.      Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank 
 
General Assessment One test of 3 hours duration sat in June which is used to check the  
Task    marking of exams and school based Coursework Assessments.  
(GAT units 3 & 4 only)  
 
Learning Outcomes Skills that a student must demonstrate in order to be successful in a unit.   
These include activities and pieces of work that form an essential part of learning in a VCE Unit.  They 
may include such activities as: 
     ·  Research projects 
     ·  Practical exercises 
     ·  Laboratory work 
     ·  Models 
     ·  Essays 
     ·  Oral performance 
     ·  Group performance 
     ·  Tests (in particular end of semester tests) 
     
Each outcome in a Unit must be completed satisfactorily for a student to gain an ‘S’ as the overall 
result for that Unit. 
Where illness or other factors affect performance, students may seek special consideration. 
Pre-requisites:    These are units, which must be passed and must be included for entry to 
   tertiary institutions. 
 
Quota:   The number of places available in a course at a university or college. 
 
Study   Subject - most VCE studies are made up of 4 units 
 
Semester   Half Year 
 
T.A.F.E.   Technical and Further Education 
 
Unit    A self contained study of a semester’s length 
 
Units 1 & 2  Level of difficulty usually associated with Year 11 
 
Units 3 & 4  Level of difficulty usually associated with Year 12 
 
V.T.A.C.:    Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre: The centre, which processes student  
    applications to most courses in tertiary colleges and universities. 
 
VCAA    Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority – the body that runs the VCE 
 
VCE    Victorian Certificate of Education 


